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May it Pleaſe you, | | 
PPE? Have mads bold mn | 
Wes venturing into the | 
<< NF world tomake uſeof | 
Wy 47 your Worſhips: name, -— > } 
7p 1 5 that ſo I may paſle » 
ith the leſſe moleſtation intheſe 
| oubleſometimes. ,Ttis an age of 
ouble, and that not alone in the 
A 3 world, 


£ FR The ep;tfe* 
world, and-amongſt men of the 
+ world, but:fach that profeſle to 


Chrilt, and on are in Chriſt. 


Ri 


| Theſe fatter owh themſelves, and 
Pg _ whtistheirsas *men and fleſhly, 
too much; and what is Chriſts and 
ſpirituall not enough ; The con- 
tention 1n the church of Corinth 
partly arofe from mensovermuch þ 
affefting ſingularity, one was of | 


Part, anotber of Appollo, another of { pr 
Cephas, another of Chriſt, It may | dif 
be ſome boaſted of their circum- | 10% 
cifion, ſome of their Baptiſme, FF Þ* 
ſome of both Baptilme and cir= K W! 
cumcilion, ſome it may begloried | _ Y© 
that they had medled neither with a VB 
Baptiſme nor circumeilions. iknot: WÞ 1 
ſo, yet it ismore then conjedtu<* lu 7 
rall that ſome boaſted that they* *h" da 
were hearers of {uch.a one, and} - * | 
= fuch a anes ;ongrepation: and. '' fc 
ING this, quthde-workg highly. ll If 
i ing their choice and way, WWW * 

ghting . and... abaf] ing. others, Wy 

"cawd a8 [© 


& as 


"» Pl i 
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mw Dedicatory. 


caus'd ſtrife. The Apoſtle blames 
for this contention.,and ſhews that 
the way of Chriſt is totake from 
men, as men, all glorying. Ic is 
unbeſeeming the.eye to hate the 
foot, becauſe the foot ſeesnot, 'tis 
enough that it 1sof the body : ſo 
ſhould nor Chriſtians that have 
more excellent gitts,' villifie them 
that have not attatned to their 
perfection, or trouble to fee others 
differing in judgement in ſome 
low thingsfrom them ; for in the 
body of Chriſt unity may ſtand 
with diverſity : there may be di- 
verſity in refpett of forms and yet 
unity in ſpirit; for men may en- 
joy God in different formes, God 
may dwell in them that regard a 
day ,. and in them that regard tit 
not; God may communicate him- 
felf tothem, and ſomakethem a- 
tike within glorious; by enjoy- 
ig his glorious preſence. Formes 


aretobe reverenc'd (knowing of 


A 4 lome 


| The Bpiſthe' 
ſome there is uſe) as they whereia 
Chriſtians may walkeand be uſe- 


{ull one to-another; . yet: meer be-; 


ing informs makes not Saints, nor: 
doth uniformity 1n formes breed 
true unity, True unity of members: 
1s. from : thaſle members , union 
with the head. And as ſouls are 
in_unity with the head; ſo will 
they grow Into aunity one with a« 
nother. *Tis the new and ſpiritu- 
all birth whereby ſouls are one 
with Chriſt, and like Chriſt that 
makes them at on with Chriſtt- 
-ans.,and true Chriſtians look upon 
all that profeſle to Chriſtnot as 1n 
tormes, but as poſſefling Chriſt ; 


_ and as they find Chriſt living in 


: times and Þ 
_ they arecaſ? 


them do they eſteeme them, and. 


account thern precious, knowing 
that a precious Chri{t makes pre- 


-cious Chriſtians, and -that:they 
. will keep theix excellencyſet the 
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 Deatcatory, 
fill, you are young, and yet fome: 
bad dayes you have ſeen, people 
of all Ages, Sexes, qualities very 


| bad, ſomeill favour in every place 


by reaſon of corruption have you 
to your annoyance met withall ; 
And God knowes what more you 
may, . whileſt here in the body. 


; You know what hath kept you 
.- Tight intheſecrofſe-walking3 ,and 
_ alſo what hath preſerv'd you and 


enabled you to keep your ſweet- 
nes, hathnota Chriſtguided you? 
hath not a Chriſt communicated 
himſelfe to, you? I have high 
thoughts of your Nobleſelf, and 
] am perſwaded never a whit a- 
bove you, but that you areas bigh 
as Itake you to be, and that 1s 


#. in Chriſt; whom you have found 
|" allinallunto you, and on whom 
x you rely to carry you through 
what remaines of ſufferings as 
| your part and portion, that at 
' laſt you may lit down with Chriſt 

| in 


The Epiſlle, ec. 
in his [Throne even as he is ſet 
down with his Father, in bis Fa- 


thers Throne: and as you areſuch F 


as he 1sin this world, ſo you may 
be like him 1n the world to come, 
participating with your ſweet Sa- 
viour, and blefled redeemer 1n 
his glory to your perfe&t happines. 
You have an inſidelikeChriſt nov, 
a ſoul glorious; you ſhall havean 
ontlide like him alſo, body glo- 
rious, body and ſoul glorious, 
all glorious. Towards the enjoy- 
ing of which ſo farreas my day- 
ly prayers may help,. you ſhall be 
fure of them, praying to God on | 
your behalfe. And upon thts ac- -\ 
count I tender my felfe. 


Tour Worſhips devoted 
Servant. to ſerve you, 
me what 1 may, 
| Jo: SYMMONDS: 


I John 4» 17. 
As he js, ſo are we in this world. 


& Hat which makes Chriſts 
appearance delighttull 8 
giving ſoul-content to 
© 9 Chriſtians is love, & thar 
= which makes the appear. :,,;,, 


lightful and pleaſant to Chriit is love. ,,, 
Like is very much won and pleas'd $jmele 
with its like, a loving Chriſt with lo- gaudet j+ 
ving Chriſtians, and loving Chriſtians 7 
with a loving Chriſt: A merciful Chrift Jon.rs. i 
with merciful Chriſtians, and merciful * Jo 4 N g 
Chriſtians with a merciful Chriſt : A 
holy Chriſt with holy Chriſtians, and 

holy Chriſtians with a holy Chriſt. Canc. r.2 
Chriſts love to Saints is better then 

wine, ſo is the Saints love to Chrift Cant.4. 10 
much better then wine; The favour 

of the good ointments of Chriſt cauſeth 

the Virgins to love him, and the ſmell Cant. r. 3 


| of the ointments and garments of thoſe 


Virgins, being holy. Saints, and Chrifts 
B Spouſes 


ance of Chriſtians de- ;,,j, qt. 


id 


reeeree————_———— — —— 
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Hoſ. 14.5 


_ Jo. 15. 19 
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(2) 
Spouſe, is like the ſmell of Lebazor, 
6,7 where pleaſane and odoriferous trees, 
herbs and ſpices grew in abundance ; 
Cant. 4. No ſpices (not the belt nor ſwcetelt of 


19 all Created things) yielded ſo pleaſant _ | 


a ſavour to-Chriſt as the graces, and 
atings of thoſe graces, of his Siſter and 

Spoute did. 
Chriſtians, you (ce your bleſſed Rate, 
Gal- 2.20 you are like Chriſt. and lov'd of him, 
Rom-I:5 je may be you are neither like men of 
the world, nor lov'd of them, you may 


be the more happier, for differing (0 
much from them, and being hated or 
{lighted of them. Our conformity to 

the world Chriſt never commends, buc 

Eph. $.1x 0 the contrary { in Scripture ) often 
Rom. 12.2 diſcommends and bids us beware of it.; 
Wat. 20. Tis conformity to himfelt thac Chcift 
25,26-jnvites unto and expeds, and as Chrift 


2Cor.6.. would have it ſo, Saints defire it may 
'* beſo; They care not who diſapproves / 


of them and theirs, {o Chrift approves, 


7-43 zho blames them, ſo Chriſt commends 


Humanum 


diem vo- them, who flights them, ſa Chriſt ho- 
cit huma* nours them 3 They (it may be) cannot 
, mMamimju* ſay when they ſee rich-men, that they 
are like them, rich as they are rich 3 
OT ; 


be never the worſe for this, nay, It may ; 


— Cc 


ad 


Chriſt is holy, che Spirit holy, and we 


(3) 


or if they fee men advanced to worldly 
houours, that they enjoy ſuch honours 
and dignities,or if they ſee people beau- 
titull or gorgeouſly apparel'd, they 
cannot -( it may be )) ſay they have ſo 
faire a face or rich cloaths, &c. Saints 
think they are rich enough, honoura- 
ble enough, that they are very faire and 
gallant, if like Jeſus Chriſt. In reſpe& 
of many worldly injoyments that the 
{ons of men poſlefſed, *cis probable the 
ſons of Zign could not ſay they were 
like them, yet this was their comfort, 
that they had the witneſle of the ſpiric, gom. 8. 
chat they could ſay they were like God, 16 
they were holy ſouls,like the holy God; 
union with God brought forth likenes 
to God; a bleſſed God dwelling in **\. 
them makes them bleſſed ſouls; Ex- ney; (ha- 
ceeding blefled and ever happy are they, ritas eff, 
thar from in-dwellings of Father Son 94d preti- 


A a — bt. 0fius? Er 
and Spirit in them,can ſay God is holy, qui manet 


a , in charita® 
as Saints delight to be holy, and fo ws in Deo 


to be like Father, Son and Spirit : The manet , 
Apoſtle ſpeaks largely in his own and ne Jen, 
Saints commendation in uttering a few. 77 *. =? 


words, ſaying, As be @, ſo are we in this gg 


jucundius? Hec gloria chriſtianorum magna eſt. 
wh war'd : 


John 4. 


(4) 


world : He had ſpoken much of God, 
toks- and of the Son of God, and of Gods 
16 dwelling in Saints, and of Saints being 
I Joh. 4.7 born of God, and knowing God, and 
having IJaboured with his Divine and 
Heavenly Rhetorick, he endeavoured to 
oive God the honour due unto him, 
and he would not let {lip an opportuni- 
ty of magnifying the grace of God in 
Saints, and how much they were dig- 
nitied by enjoying God, and as to extol 
their greatnefſe and goodnefle in the 
world, ſo to chear up themſelves , 
that had received ſuch kindneſs of God, 
and what they might with boldnefle 
ttand up pleading their own dignity 
and bleſſednefs,againit all the reproach- 
es, diſgraces and ſcorns of the world, 
he holds out God, and then himſelf and 
Saints : As be 34, (6 are we in this world. 


1 Joh. 3.1 
1 Joh.5-12 


1Per-4.14 


We ſhall Jook upon the Text as it | 


hath relation mainly to God,as making 


Loquitur 


þ:c de conj= £0 Saints through grace enjoying God 


formitate, Within, and by that enjoyment firiving | 
in puritate to be Iike God in holineſſe, righteouf- 
& inn nefſe, mercy, love, patience, longſuffer- | 
cena V ing, goodnefſe, gentlenefle, 8&c. And | 
although *cis impoſſible for Chriſtians |. 


2 Cor. 5+ 2T, * Luk 6: 36. eo + 


te. Hem. 
I Per.1.15 


out himſelf rous in Jeſus Chriſt, and 


(5) 


to be ſuch as God for purity and perfe- Fo nfo 
tion, yet through the Spirics help may 7p7; cum 
they imitate God, and for the manner Deo in 

of living holily, ſicive to be conforma- 7mitatione 
ble to the Lord, So that as God & ©9n4't, 


: rag (7 omn! 
is a God of love, Chriſtians are puritate 


Chriitians of love: that love thac is in & per fe 


- a Chriſtian to Gad, it is but a ſon, it is &ione po- 


but a fruit of the love that is in God to (4 #ff- 
a Chriſtian, *cis bu the ſpringing forth *%- - 
of ſomewhat of God himfelt planted , 
within in the {oul,*cis but a ftream run- 
ning back to that Sea from whence it 
came, returning God his due; like for 
like; love for love; a Saint knows 
love deſerves love; Gods love is love ; t Jo. 4-19 
In this way of love he acts freely,and ſo x Per. 5.2 
is like God, it is as ordinary for a 
Chriftian to Iove, as to live; for what 
maintains his being as a Saint, produ- 
ceth love to the ornament of his being. 
As it rejoyceth in having the life ot a Ga1. 2. 20 
Saint,fo it is pleaſed in doing the work 48-4. 20 
of a Saint, laying out it ſelf in what is Pfl- 40-8 
plealing to.the Lord ; God cannot but 


Ecclef\.1.7 


a& whac is good,and what tends to his J®" 7+ 18 


own glory; take a Saint as having God 

living in it, and from that living of , Joh-3-. 

God in it ating, it doth what is good, 12, 15, 
| | B 3 .- "and 


Lea Wd Ea 


(6) 

x Cor, 1s. nd alſo tends to the glory of God; It 
58 knows *cis not loſt labour to be doing 

for God, and that it is not in vaine. 

There is infinite good in God,and there 

is ſome good in a Saint ; Infinitneſfle in 

God enables God for infinite worke, 

God is able to do like himſelf, beyond 

what a ſoul can think or conceive; A 

ſoul that enjoyes ſomewhat that this 
all-good-God gives out in his love 
through Chriſt,is in his atings accord- 

TE» _ ing to what he receives, and as that re- 
Omnia Celving ſprings and ſprouts .out;A ſpark 
zratie di- of fire will do what a ſpark can do, and 
vine tri- a drop of water what a drop may:indeed 
DKth- it cannot do ſo much as the Sea, or E- 
lement of firecan do; *Tis a Chriſtians 

joy that of Chriſts heavenly fulneſle it 

Joh.3.34 Teceives ſorae grace, Chrilt hath what 
he hath without meaſure, a Chriſtian 

in meaſure; a Chriitian is glad that it 

x Cor. 15. finds Chriſt ſaying, As as the heavenly 
48 ſuch are they that are heavenly, , and that 

by the ſpirics work *cis faſhioned to be 

like Chrit now *cis in the. world, and 

ſo chang'd into the ſame- Image from 

_ 3: glory to glory. And though it live in a 
wicked world among(t wicked men, 

yet it is not like them, but ir is like __ 

that 
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men, 
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that is heavenly, it is not conformable 
co thoſe it lives withall without in the 
body, but co him that lives within, in 

his ſoul; Dearly beloved, what are 

you? What can you now lay for your 

{elves ? can you lay you are like Chriſt? 

have you a life like Chriſt? have you a 
converſation like Chriſt 2 are you 
cloath'd like Chriſt 2 have you pur on Col. 3. 12 
(as the Ele& of God (holy and belo- 

ved) bowels of mercics,kindneſſc,hum- 

bleneſſe of mind, meekneſle, long (uffer- 

ing. forbearing one another, and for- 

glving one another, it any man have a 

quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt for- chrif;z; 
gave you, ſoallo do yee: The ations non 1an- 
of Chriit ſhould be inftrutions of !#7 165 
chriſtians , yet conſider rightly of # ©" 
Chriſts ations, ſome were miraculous, _— — 
as faſting forty daies, railing the dead, lum. ; 
&c. theſcare not tobe immitated, be- Miraculo- 
cauſe they cannot, yet theſe may help /* ©1976 
to ſtrengthen our faicth,and conficme us £0 ab 
concerning the truth of the Dofrine of rom de 
Chriſt. Some are peculiar ations be- veritate 


longing to his office, as to redeem, or 9o#rine 
A : zpſius con- 
firmabunt. Pecutiares aftiones, que ſunt ipfius officii propria, 


| he ut expiatorie peccati noſtri fuerunt ; ita ſalutis fiduciam in 
; robts alent OF confirmabunt. 


B 4 make 
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(8) 


make interceſſion, &c. theſe alſo are 


Morales PT oper to Chriſt onely. Some are mo-. 


aSiones, Tall; theſe laſt are onely imitable ; you 
quibus le- may take all thus, ſome actions there 
gi moral! re of Chriſt which he did as God, ſome 
oo. rak as Mediator, ſome as man. The laſt are 
vitam os binding to us to follow : every ation 
mores ad of Chriſfts is for our inſtruction ſome 


aiteztio- way or other, and carefull ought we to 

—_ be to makeuſe of it as we ſhould, that 

- —_ ;. ſo none of Chriſfts doings do not paſte 
. - 9 - g 3 

bunt. by us un-obſerv'd and taken notice of, 

Omni: but that we rightly ponder them, that 

Chrifi what is tobe admired and wondred at, 


attio,noſtra we may admire and wonder, what in- 
i; wg vites fo praiſe, let them have it, and 
verſimo- What is to be imitated, let them be ſer 
de, oc. before ns, and ftrive to imitate, and 
Jet us a& with affeQion, and though we 
cannot do as we ſhould, yet let us de- 
fire to do it,andthough the bodies pace 
be flow, yet may your ſouls be nimble ; 
Paul though he'could not take hold on, 
yet did he reach out to thoſe things 
that were before; And be furec to ſend 
Tove to Chriſt, and let that rell him 


that all of foul and body is following 


after, And that whatſoever your doings 


though we cannot aft to perfe&ion, yet 


are, |. 


_ — 0 4c 


are, yet. your defires are right, for they 
are tO rm him, and glad would you 
be to be comprehended in that ſaying 


| 'of theApoſtle; As be ir, ſo are we in this 


world : Blame none for detiring this, to 
belike Chriſt; He that is like Chriſt, 


| 28 very excellent, and the more this 


likenefle is perfe&cd, the nearer is the 
ſoul to glory. *Tis an excellent diſco- 
very of a vertuous ſoul, to ſee it conti- 
nue good, let the times, places, and 
people be never ſobad : and ſo doubt- 
leſfe it manifeſis a heavenly excellency 
within, when a ſoul that lives in this 
wicked & ungodly world,appears in life 
and converſation heavenly, & ſhines out 
in adark world though not with ſo 
cleara light,as Chriſt,yet ishis light & 
ſhining out like Chriſt ; A handſome 
imitation from ſome, is as pleafing as 
great ation from others ; Lord! thou 
art not ſtrit to mark what is done a- 
miſfe, look not on our aGings which 
are imperfect, but Lord confider what 
our defires are, how we defire to con- 
form to thee, and help Lord with thy 
ſpirit; As thou arta loving God,let us 
be loving chriſtians, as thou art a glo- 


: rious Husband, let us be a glorious 


Spouſe, 


©  - " 


Quantum 
unuſquiſqz 
eſt in» ocu- 
Is Dei, 
tantum 


eſt, (5c. 


(10) 
Spouſe, as thou art a ſoul-pittying-Sa- 
viour, Izt us be ſoul-obedient Saints ; 
As thou art a fountaine, a Sea, let us 


be ſtreams, at leaſt drops, and though ' 


we are not of ſuch worth as thou © 
Chriſt, yet Tet us be true coine, and as 
pounds and pence may have one ftamp, 
and the leaſt though not of ſo grear a 
valae as the beft, yet of ſome value; 
Mark us (weet Jeſus for thine, though 
the mark be never ſo ſmall.that ſo what 
the Phariſees meſſengers anſwered thee 
concerning rhe Image and ſuperſcripti- 
on upon the Tributeemoney, ſaying, 
it is Cejars, fo Lord let theImage and 
ſtamp upon our ſouls be Chriſts. Thac 
{o our life, our Jove, our ations may 
be ſuch as Chriſts, Chriſt and us may 
have one way, one will, one atfeftion, 
one mind, our bent and purpoſes the 
{ame with Jeſus Chriſt : Now the work 
gocs-on, now is the micth, now thri=- 
ving, when all agree in one, when all 
the Souldiers do like the Captaine, all 
the {crvants like the maſter, all the fol- 
Jowers like the leader, all the members 
as the head dire&s, and that there are 
no divilions ; commands anſwere with 
obedierce, cxamples ſutable to the par- 

terns 


re-are 
»- With 


e pat- 
terns 
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tern, learners like the teacher, Saints 
like the Saviour, As he 7s, ſo are we, 
ec. 


Obſ. True Saints 'are ſuch that are D9G- 


very like Jeſus Chriſt. 

There is ſome (peciall fingular thing 
in Saints that is not in men of the 
world, there is a ſingular vertue in a 
Jewell that is not in another ſtone, 
which makes it cſteetned, there is a pe- 


- culiar choice excelling in Saints that 


makes them ſo «<xtold, there is ſome- 


| What in them that others have not 


ſeen, nor known, which is manifeſt to 
them by the ſpirit, they are begotten of 
God, and ſo come to be like Chriſt as 
children of one father are like one ano- 
ther: A holy Chriſt the Son of God, 
and holy Saints children of God, ali of 
one; for which cauſe Chriſt is not a- 
ſhamed to call Saints brethren, and 


' from this brotherhood it is that Chriſt 


and chriſtians are good friends, that 


there is ſo much-union, peace and afh- 


nity, that they can ſpeak together, con- 


fer together, dwell rogethea, feed to- 
|gether, lodge together, and live toge- 
;ther, the God of Chrilt, the God of 


Saints, the Father of Chriſt, the F age” 
O 


a 


— 
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of Saints, *tis the words of Chrift, the 
ſoul-delighting words of the Elder bro- 
ther to the Younger, ſent by Mary asa 

Adper- meſſage of comfort to the Diſciples, Go 
_ to my brethren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend 
Diſciputos , 0 my Father and your Father, and to my 


KTTBe , 
To. ag God and your God. Here's a cordial, the 


ry much grieved, Chriſt forgets them 


not, bur ſends them news of his Reſur- | 
re&ion and of his Aſcending into glo- - 


ry,and that they ſhould aſcend likewiſe, 

| for his Father would not entertain him 
alone, but them alſo; The inheritance 

of glory belongs to Saints as well as 

Chriſt, all Gods children ſhall partake 

_—_ in this kingdom, The ſpirit it ſelf beareth 
47 Pitneſſe with our ſpirit, that we are the cbil- 
Dera Of of God, And if children then heirs, 
Datris C4- heirs of God, and joynt-heirs with 
ſts ſun Chriſt- Chriſt hadbled freely for them, 
participes- and his meſſage is (weet to them, wil- 
ling his ſhould know what glory is 


provided for them, and therefore tels) 


I Joh-3. 2 them they ſhould be like him, their vile 
Phil. 3.21 bodies made like bis gl 
Rev. 3:2T im in his Throne, To that are like him] 


Diſciples were troubled at their Maſters. | 
being crucified, and *cis likely were ve- 


orious body, and ſit with! 


was [; 
Whic 1 


in grace, ſhall be like him in glory, they] ſelf ch 
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that are pattakers with him in bearing 
the croſle, ſhall be partakers with him 
in wearing the crown. Chriſt is faſhi- 
oning his daily for himſelf, and when 


tection here, that they come unto the 
meaſureof the ſrature of the fulnefle of 
Chriſt and to perfet man, he will re- 


| move them toglory; for the church is 
| heavens nurfery, and as Chriſt ſees fit 


he draws our thofe precious plants that 
are like himſelf, and ſets them with 
himſelf; Small pieces of gold are look'd 
co and kept ſafe ; if like Chriſt yoa are 
well cnough fouls, *tis no matter who 
you are unlike; it faſhioned like Chriſt, 
It matters not how different you are 
from all others, you are as you ſhould 
be if like Chriſt, 

The choice work of Chriſt is about 
ſouls, and here (as his skill is required 
{o hee ſhews it, in bringing forth ſo 
beautifull a piece and rare that was 
formerly deiormed and vile, in making 
a brat of Satans a Saint, that which 
was like hell, to be like heaven ; that 
which was moſt ugly, to be like him- 


ry they} ſelf that is the holy of holies. 
that 


becauſe 


Saints are very like Chriſt, 
| ___ what» 


/ he hath brought his work to that per». 


Ephi.4. 12 | 
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(14) | 
whatſoever is found in a Saint as a 4 | 
Saint.,ic is really one with Chrift,fome | 
thing flowing out from Chrift; In 
Saints there is plenituds vaſz the fullnes | 
of a veſſell; but in Chriſt is plenirado } 
fontis,a founcain-fullneſſe, The School- | L 
men ſay that Chriſt is as the fire, 

| Ut izns, Chriſtians as things lighted ac that firez | {c 

| GO 7gnica. the fullneſs of the tire is ſuch that light } 

it a thouſand torches at it, it is not dimi> * br 

ff niſhed. Fire is not diminiſhed by what ? ©: 

il is lighted at it,but by the abatement or | 

diminution of the fuel, now Gracein / *©© 

Chriſt cannot be diminiſhed, *cis not 

fubjeCt to any decay;'tis as he himſelf is, | 

the ſame to day and for ever, Chriſt {oc 


could not be perfe& if ſubje& co changes "Et 

if I conceive without offence I may ſay, TE 
i that as a thing lighted at a fireis like plac 
| 74 the fire thar lighted it,ſo Saints receiv- P! - 
Oo 0 


till ing grace fromChriſtare likeChriitfrom 

1 whom they receive that grace; as chil- 

118 Joh 16 1ren are like their Parents, ſo Saints ther 
' Ia. 9.5 like this everlaſting Father, who Is or 
Place 


| their father, |T 
. . . « dd 
Reaf, Chrif lives with them, in them, and Cd. 1 
4Vatio 


neſſe. Likeis pleaſed with like, 1o is * 
aay 


_ Chriſt, Saints are like him, and here- | 
Joyccrh * 
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 Joyceth' to be with them. AﬀeQions 
meeting with a right obje&t drawe all 
after;lt the affeRtions be won the whole 
man is obtain'd ſo tis with Chriſt;where 
his love is pitched all his excellences 
will faſten. It Chriſt meet with one in 
whom his ſoul takes pleaſure, that 


ſoul cannot doe amifſe. How kin are 
; men- where pleaſed, and what pleaſerh 
7 bur ſomewhat is ſutable? Somewhar in 
} David that lik'd Jonathan, cauſ'd him 1 Sam-18. 


to cloſe with that ſoul-friendſ{hip, and 
co continue to the hazarding of his 
own life, Davids friend. Men love to 
live where they like, and with whom, 
{o doth Chriſt, & that is in Saints; they 
are the perſons he likes, and in them 
are the places he defires to mak e his 
places of reſidence, Let a man find a 
place that hee likes,its of force enough 
to bring him to live there. You need 
no other argument to draw him thi- 
ther ; the mind is of force ſufficient to 


- make him effe& what he effe&s, ler the 


place be in the way to heaven or hel; 
The mind hath a great band in the ſal- 


zvation or damnation of men; God, 2c 
»make our mindes fpiritnal that fo we 
may Jove what is ſpiritual, A gracious 
l El Chritt 


Reaſ. 


I Pet.1.2 


Jam.1. 1 
Simile ge- 
nerat ibj 


fi lo 


begat a ſon in his own likeneſle, ſo 


__ " 


” 0G : 7 TE 
Chriſt loves gracious ſoules; 'here is 


nothing more like him, nor nothing 
more delightfull to him ; his heart is 
raviſhed with them, exccedingly taken 
with them,ſo thac nothing ſatisfies him 
but being in them, and by being in 
them, appears the unity ; and by the 
unity the amity, and by the amity is 
manitfeſted likeneſſe. Pax! agreed with 
Saints he being made like them ; won- 
der not then at Chriſts friendlines 
with Saints; *cis but the ſociety of the 
Bride-groom with the bride,of the head 
withche members ofa mian withhimſclFf. 
As Chriſts love hath ics perfe& work on 
beleeving ſoules, ſo he that is the per- 


fet worker hath his dwelling there : 


happy hoſte chat hath ſuch a gaeſt,bleſ- 
{ed ſpouſe that hath ſncha Husbaudble(- 
ed ſoul that hath ſuch a friend, happy 
body that hath ſuch a head. The Lord 
faſhion us like Chriſt, and we doubc 
not of enioying him. 

The thing begotten is like that 
which begat, now Saints as Saints are 
begotten of Chriſt, and having Chriſt 


3 for their father they are children like 


him, time for time, as the firſt 4dam 


the 
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the ſecond: Nature makes us like tht Rom'e.15 


tirſt Adam, grace like the ſecond, theres 
a Certaine likenesbetwixt the birth of 
nature, and the birth of grace. Much - 
of the birth of Saints as Children of 
Chriſt, may be held out( as in an em 


| blem ) by the naturall birth God ſhew-=' 


ed much mercy to let thee bee a man 
ſuch an excellent Creature, That God 


. that hath ſer thee ſo high, that made Pal. 8 .6 


thee to have dominion over the ſheep 
& oxen, the beaſts of the field, the foul 


. of the aire and the fiſh of the Sea,might 


have made thee the loweſt, the contem-- 
ptibleft of all theſe, this is not all the 
mercy yet, heares more, in that thou 
haſt thy lot ini heaven amongſtSaints in- 
the good land, where the goſpell ſhines 
and wherein God in mercy dwels. It is - 

a poor buſineſſe for all this to brag of 
theſe things, unlefle thou artborn-a-' 
apainof the ſpirit,for it is the new birth 
that makes thee inheritoyr of the glo-' 
rious things of Chriſt. Once born is not' 
enough, Judas had that but not the ſe- 
cond, the execellent name of Chriſtians: 
of right is by the ſecond birth. Thou: 


 matleſt by thy firſt birth be a play-fel- 
low with Saints, as children meanly 
| C 
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deſcended may be with the children of 
Nobles, yet nor Noble nor ſhare in the 
inheritance or titles of honour : The 

Math. 25. five fooliſh Virgins were companions 
| a while wich the wiſc, but at length 
ſeparated, fo may carnall men, men 

once borne wich Saints, men twice 

borne; buc God wil find them out when 

he ſeparates the precious from the vile, 


then he makes np his jewels: and ga . 


thers the wheat inco his barne, then it 

Quid 1ibi will little advantage a ſoul that it bath 
prodeſt ve- had a good name whet "cis found with 
cart q#u04 . had foul, that it hath eat and.deunke 
ane) with the Saints, when. it ſhall enjoy va 
inheritance, with them, bat be ſbac-out: 

Mar. 22- into outer darknefſe. lt: may be thow 
'3» | ,.,: Waick leave ſomewhat bchinde thee, 
ry that Carnall. men. may commend thee 
NR for, what comforc is this if you ſhoujd 
fi ubi es, bein the lake that burnech with fireand 
rorgu71s, brimftone, in,a word, the firſt birth ler 
et bz 79" jt be never (ov. perfe& ſets us but. in a 
ws lende miſerable world; higher It cannot ad- 
Cor. 15. Vance. Neither King nor Noble happy 
21:22. by natures birth ; tis the ſecond birth 

. gives: perfeRion. 

_ By this fouls are very holy, what 
CGonceptions are in ſoules by —_ 
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they are very like Chrift himſelf, holy, $yiriri; 


: - ſpiritual], heavenly. The' ſeed of man Zeſ«s, ſpi- 


may corrupt : but not the feed vf God, y_ bir 


where he caſts his grace there will be ; 
growth and fruit ſutable ; wheat brings (p;:;1us 


forth wheat ; and barly brings forth refus, (pi- 
barly ; every ſeed a body like ir ſelf; fo 7114s dut- 
Cs 


- doth Chrilt. There are no more holy, ©” © 
. heavenly, ſpirituall children then they 
that have the Father of Heaven theirs, 
An «verlaſting father begets everlaſting 
children a holy father holy children, 
Saints. 2. By this. they are bleſſed, 

_ they that are begotten of blefſed Chriſt, 
are bleſſe ſoules, a happy man may have 
children, and yer they may not be hap< 
py, a good tnan may have bad children, 
but tis not ſo with Chriſt all Chrifis 
children are Good, all his offfpring 
according tothe ſpirit happy. If he be- 
get Payl, heſhall have occafion enough 
ro magnihe his birth: laying aſide the 
firſt birth, he boſts not of that: it is the 


| - ſecond reqvyeth his heart: al bleſſed pri- 


viledgescame by the ſecond,the fritcom.- 
pared with the ſecond are but as dung 
- and drofſe. 3. By this they are prect- 

 Ous, a precious Chrift begerting cauſeth 


L, | precious ſoules begotten, The Kings 


C 2 daughter 


tus ſanflus, 
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Pſ. 45.13 daughter is glorious,all glorious,every 


limbe glorious, .- within and without 
glorious, as of Chrilt without ſpot or 
wrinckle, or any thing like it, holy, 
unblamable, and unreproveable : the 
neart pure; upzight;ſanCified through- 
our, the hands cleane, the life fauicleile, 
without defilement, walking in all 
gods waies blameleſs. - 
Thele expreflions as they have relati- 
on. to. Chriſtians, are to be underſtood 
of the. righteouſnes of Chriſtians, as. 
they are conſidered under the Covenant: 
of grace and of the Goſpel , not of legal, 
perfeCtion but of an Evangelical inno- 
cencie and uprightneſſe, not as they are. 
in themſ{clves, but as in Chcitt the pre- 
Clous. FE | 
Chriſt is fall of Love, peace,goodnes; 
ſo are Saints his children , children en- 
dewed with love, peace , goodneſs. Wa- 
ter taken out of a fountain , relliſheth 
like that in the fountain , fruit is ſut- 
able to the tree ? 'Tis ſo with Saints, 
they are ſtreames of a good fountain, 
they are fruit of a precious tree; Fruit - 
of lite, growing on the tree of lite , li-- 
ving ftreames begun, and nourithed by a 
living fountain, A loving Chriſt brings 
SS forth. 
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. forth loving children;Chrift the Prince 
of peace, foris and daughters of peace; 

Chriſt char is all good conceives to his 
 { goodnefs; | 
— . 6, They chat ; are born of Chriſt affect 
| What is good, what is -heavenly. The 
birth of Creatures is maintain'd with 
ſuch food as he that begat it is, A mans 
birth with mans food, drought will 
ſtarve it. Earchly chings nouriſheth not 
a heavenly birch, the world is a ſtep- 
mother that will arve it, they are the 
brefſts of Chrifts Conſolations (that as 
it defices ) maſt nouriſh i© ; *Tis bread 
of life , and water of life, and food of 
- lifechatir muſt have ; ' Wiſdoms food 8 
| Ffeafts, feed and banquet wiſdomes chil- 
| dren. Every Morſel Satuor eat that nou- 
| riſheth them , muſt have ſomewhat of 


Chriſt,he is living food for living ſouls. 't 
Tam (faith Chriſt ) that bread of life: | 
He that eateth my fleſh:and drinketh my bloud, Tohn 5: 
dwelleth in me, and Tin bim ; He that eat- 
_ eth and drinketh him ſhall live for e- 
ver. Souls,confider what food you feed 
on ; Creatures nature appears much-in 
| the nouriſhing: they deſire, and eat; A 
o beaſt is pleaſed', it it'niay have-ibeaſts 
food 3 A man it mans food, ſo hear. 
C 3 The 
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The firſt Adams children are contented 
with the-worlds food,give them-world- 
ly things they are pleaſed , if the world 
will give them plenty from her Cup- 
board , they look not after any other; 
But the ſecond Adams children are noc 
thus pleaſed , they:muſt have fomewhac 
from heaven , they will blefſe God for 
loaves , but they will not bequiet with 
them , if they have not ſomewhatelſe, 
they have ſouls alſo to care for, theſe 
mult be ſatisfied,.or all is not well with 
them ; Hungry ſouls are reſtleſs, Ct xl 
{ball not be wnſougbt unto till they are 
fd. T need not hid you examiveyour 
{clves, what diet pleaſeth you, you are 
pleaſed as you are; If worldly, with 
worldly things; if heavenly, with hea- 
yenly things. 1cauld tell what preach- 
ing would pleaſe you all ,but I forbear; 
I am ſure, nopreachingpleaſeth Saints 
but the preaching of Chriſt, God in 
mercy glve all yoy that have been born 
but once,one birth more,a ſecond birth; 
then will you Jong for the food that 
nouriſheth you to everlaſting life. 

TrgeSaints are very like Chriſt, for 
Chriftis.kmnown by them, the virtues, 
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that is in Saints , and which they hold 
out in their.converſation , ſets our in 
ſome ſort Chriſt, A gracious man hath 
much of Chriſt; whatſoever truly names 
him gracious, is Chrict. Books bear 
their names from what 1s in them; And 
hoafes and lands (aſually) from thoſe 
that poſſeſſe them. We may gueſſe what 
the fountain is by taſting of the ſtream, 
what the book is by the title. If ſuch 
and ſo much of the delicateneſs of 
Chriſt be in earthen veſſels, what is 
in glory it ſelf? if poor man be of (© 


much worth that hath but one ſmal 


drop of this Ocean in him , what is the 
Sea it ſelf worth? A man may conceive 
a Rocke of Pearle to be of a great value, 
when a {mal duft is ſo much worth. 
Trae Saints though they have but lictle 
of Chriſt, [yet may it lead you to this, 
that if Chriſt in a creature be ſo emi- 
nen*, and his graces make them lovely, 
doubcleſs , he as in himſelf is exceeding 
eminent and lovely. Saints at moſt are 
bur as it were the pi&ure,or image, now 
if che Image be admired , much more 
the perſon that is repreſented. An Ini- 
age may be like the ſubſtance, ſd a Saint 
like Chrift; Chriſte is known - othees 
CG 4 WaJcs 
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waies, yet in ſome meaſure this way , by 
Saints. | 

Vje - Chriſtians, you deſire now to know 
who are traly godly , *tis an age of des 
ceit , all is not gold that gliſters, there 
are falſe wares, falſe men, and there are 
falſe chriſtians,there are ſome that have 

2 Ep-Ioh. a name, they live but are dead, there 

6. are many deceivers in the world, the 

Multi ſunt orld is full of ſoul-cheats, hardly any 

7n mundo j | : , 

;mpoſtores. Place free. The time -is fully come, 

Matth.24. Chriſt propheſied of , there ſhall ariſe 

24,2526. falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets , and 
ſhall ſhew great figns and wonders : in 
ſo much that .( if it were poſlible )) they 
ſball deceive the very Ele&. Behold , I 
have told you before. Wherefore it they 
ſhall ſay unto:you , Bebeld, he is in the de-- 
ſert, go not forth : Behold , he is in the ſecret- 
chambers, believe it not ; Such Impoſtours 

Matth.24. are deceitfull , and ſhall deceive many, 


| 
# 
' 


5. beware you. They ſhall uſe che name of % 


Chriſt, as their colour or.pretence, and 

ſuch are likely Cunlefle there be great 

heed taken ): to deceive 5 Sea-men are 

ſpoiled by-Pyrats, that hang que their 
Prov.7-14 awn colours , that harlot was winning 
that pretended honelty ;- -Souls, know 

Gods Merchants: are vending as. good 

Ws: | the 
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Yy #&* Merchandjze now as ever the world had 

held;out, and the devils as bad, he 

Ww | will keep market whereGod doth , he 

ee hath his cheats: to vend, where God 

re | batknmis truths, It is too hard a labour 
wy 


or me to find all the deceits that are a- 
G © broad, what lies in the heart of one 
re { man 1s:not known; the bottom can- Ierem. 7. 


1e not be ſearch'd , eytry heart hath its de- 9. 
y ceits , and they are many , the world is 
e, fall, the devil hath many large ſhops 
le and many wares. I ſhall give you the 
d | *Evangelifts counſel : Look to your ſelves, 2 Ep-l0h. 
n | wereyougoing toafair,and one {ſhould 
Yy | Afayto you, look to yourpurſes , there 
E--1 are many cut-purſes and cheats, how 
Jy , cautious would you be; Take heed of 
be: =] your ſouls Chriftians, *cis for them Sa- 
b- 1] tan goes about, he hath what he aimes 
FS at if he gets them, and he never hath his 
bh aime till he hath them ; But it is men, 
f not things, that Phave in hand, you ſay 
d you cannot tell who to truſt, andI1 ſay 
Ut fotoo. Chriſt can diſcover all, the 
'e Lord haften this work, he can find ouc 
Ir the man without the wedding Garment Matrh,22. 
g though the Gueſts perceive him not , he ao 
W. can ſhew you which are the fooliſh Vir- 
d ging,which the wiſe, though chey lie to- 


gcther 


hes 
— — 


wan. wth, Tn . 
an SR — W— "_ 


wnnnthhe nb eerd Det Hi ABC ems 


- CC —a> eo Re. RAS. - > - Se eee” ed ies, Mien <n—————ecn 


TE een a 


(24) 


waies, yet in ſome meaſure this way , by 
Saints. 

Vje - Chriſtians, you defire now to know 
who are traly godly , *tis an age of de= 
ceit , all is not gold that gliſters, there 
are falſe wares, falſe men, and there are 
falſe chriſtians,there are ſome that have 

2 Ep.Ioh. a name, they live butarec dead, there 

6. are many deceivers in the world , the 
world is full of ſoul-cheats, hardly any 
place free. The time -is fully come, 


Multi ſunt 


have told you before. Wherefore if they 
ſhall ſay unto.you , Bebeld, he is in the de- 
ſert, go not forth : Behold , he is in the ſecret- 
chambers, believe it not 3 Such Impoſtours 
Matth.24. are deceitfull , and -ſhall deceive many, 


5. beware you. They ſhall uſe the name of 


Chriſt, as their colour or.pretence, and 

ſuch are likely Cunlefle there be great 

heed taken ): to deceive 5 Sea-men are 

ſpoiled by-Pyrats;, that hang qut their 
Prov.7-14 awn colours , that harlot was winning 


that pretended honefly ;- -Souls, .know. 
Gods Merchants: are vending .as.good 
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Merchandize now as ever the world had 


/keld ;out, and the devils as bad, he 


will keep market where God doth , he 
hath his cheats to vend, where God 
bath his truths. It is too hard a labour 
for me to find all the deceits that are a- 


- broad, what lies in the heart of one 


man 1s :not known ; the bottom can- Ierem. 7. 
not be ſearch'd , evtry heart hath its de- 9: 
ceies , and they are many , the world is 

fall, the devil hath many large ſhops 

and many wares. I ſhall give you the 
'Evangeliſts counſel : Look to your ſelves, 2 Ep-loh. 
were you going to afair,and one {ſhould _ 
ſay to you, look to your purſes , there 

are many cut-purſes and cheats, how 
cautious would you be ; Take heed of 

your ſouls Chriftians, *cis for them Sa- 

tan goes about, he hath what he aimes 

at if he gets them, and he never hath his 


aime till he hath them ; But it is men, 


not things, that Phave in hand , you ſay 
you cannot tell who to truſt , andI ſay 
fotoo. Chriſt can diſcover all, the 
Lord haſten this work, he can find ouc 
the man without the wedding Garment Matrh,22. 
though the Gueſts perceive him not , he IT. 
can ſhew you which are the fooliſh Vir- 
ging,which the wiſe, though chey' lie to- 

m_—_ gether 
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gether for a whiles undiſcerned. 'Tig 
uſual 'wich men to think God ſuch as 
* themſelves ; no wonder then that they - 
take them for Saints that are like them-. 
ſelves. Too too many go hand in hand 
to deſtrution. Your Carnal worldly 
men they take none to be godly buc 
them(ſclves,and ſuch as they arethac are 
good Hasbands, and corretpond with | 
the world , doing (as they ſay ) no man 
wrong, paying every matt his own, no 
Saints to them but theſe : ſo people chac 
are got into ſuch a form of worſhip , 
they look upon none in Zion , buc they 
that do as they do , all others are in Ba- 
bylon. Many will not pray nor pertorme 
any duty of Religion wich thoſe chac 
arenot of their opinion ; Oh ſtrange ! 
If this be nor to have the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt with re{pet of per- 
ſons, what is? Could tþe Apoſtle eſtcem 
highly of thoſe that were gracious, and 
(hal not we,whether they were by nati- 
on, fews orGentiles, whether circumciſed, 
or not circumciſed : if holy Souls pray, 
you may diſcern where Chriſt dwels, 
(they are trae ſoules) love ſuch , Chriſt 
is holy, they that have him are holy, 
Chriſt is crath , chey have truth _ 
avec 


(27) 
have him , Chriſt is merciinl], ſo are 
chey that are Chriſts ; Truſt cot to my 
words, you maybe deceiv'd, and ſo may 
I; yet I ſhall give you ſome hint of 
Saints that are ſo like Chriſt. 
1. Thereare ſome that are very uſetyl 
ſouls, theſe are like Chriſt; you know 
how uſeful Chriſt is. 
1. The prayers of Chriſt are uſetull,fo 
are the prayers of Saints: Chriſt was 
much in prayer for the Churches good, py, ; : +, 
ſo are Saints. Jeruſalem is preferred a= 6. 
bove their chiefc joy, Nebemiab, Darie!, 
Ezekietf, David, were praying ſoules, 
they were alwaies mindfull of the 
church, and ſo were others that were 
gravious. Saints are very like Chrift 
in this, he prayed for his very enemies, 
{o do they ; he prayed for the Lords 
ſtrength to ſtrengthen his church, ſo do 
they; he prayed his church might be | Wa 
kept from the evil of the world, Saints © of 
have this among their petitions. 
2. The company of Cheiſt is uſeful. How 
uſefull was Chriſt when in the fleſh to 
many diſtrefſed ſouls ? what place came 
he unto that he did not do ſome good 
in? how bleſſed are they that have his 
preſence now, to cheere them, heale 
1 them, 
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them, helpe them according to theic 
ſeverall needs; are not Saints thus to 
their power ? do they not exerciſe the 


gift given them for others good ?*Tisa 


blefled condition, ( I affure you a Saint 
that knows belt how to judge thinks it 
ſo) co live in ſuch places where it may 
have the company of thoſe that are 
truly godly, _ 

3. Carift is ſo uſeful that he holds out 
all he hath ro Saintes,what he poſleſſeth 
in grace or glory 'cis preſented to ſouls, 
all is ready to do them good. - Heres 
liberalicy, *cis ſo wich thoſe that are 
Chriſts, they think nothing too dear to 
be ſpent for their brethrens good, a 

AR-3.32, free Chriſt, and free Saints,ready to ſell 
34. and part withall, to help the neceſlities 
of tellow- members. The hand will not 
keepe money in it when the foot or 0- 
ther parts need it; the foot will not ſit 
ſtill when the body requires *its help. 
There is'a naturall helping amongft 
members, ſo amongſt Saints» Thereare 
few like Chriſt in this, indeed few that 
are like him all ; They are more like 
the devil] then Chriſc, they put-out all 
they have todo miſchiefe, body, Eſtate, 
all goes it they. thinke they may dif- 

s pleaſure 
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pleaſure Saints; let them buy hell, they 
may have time enough to complain of 
their bargain ; T hey that are ſo unlike 
Chriſt and Saints here, ſhall have fu- 
table company, bur it ſha]l be neither 
Chriſt nor any of his holy ones. The 
Lord grant you grace that in this you 


. may imitate Chriſt and be like him, in 


uling what you havefo for him & his, 
that you may give up an account of 


your ſteward{hip with joy and not 


with griefe. | 

2. Some are very pittiful fouls,they 
are pittifull from a Principle of grace, 
theſe are like Chriſt..If they ſee a poor 
creature in an ignorant ſotcilh ſtate , 
how do they bemoan him, take all op- 


portunities poſhible to bring him to the 
knowledge of the truth?A mercitul man ;;,;. 
ſtrives to be Neighbour to him that is: cordia eff 


in need, and who more then the jigno- 7 rag mi- 
clie. 
Sen.l.2, de 
Clem. 


rant ? Paul was very pittiful afte&ted 
this way,ſo are they that are likeChrilt, 
compaſſionate to their bodily needs ; 
they firive to be merciful as their hea- 
venly father is merciful- They are cx- 
cellent for ſhewing pitty that. are 

Chrilts. 
2, They commiſerate the wilful, and 
{crive 


—— 
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| þ . 
M |. ſcrive to bring them to obedience, they \, In 
wi have learned Chriſts languape, crying 7 hs | 
8 | out, why wil you die O obſtinate ſouls? " 
ut why will you crofſe Chriſt and at Pc 
Þ length bring an erernall carſe upon. - , 
''f | Pal. 35. your ſelves? they have ſuch Yearning Kor 


14- bowells after thietti, that ic many times 4 d 
drawes teares from then. They may be Ch 
ill: dealt withal, and have many a mock 


and. jeere and ſuffering for cheir good | Par 
will, yet this beates them nor off, ic he 
makes them not deliſt, but hold our , uk : 
wich Chriſt ſeeking their Good thaa | 
ia.£5.23, Cannot endurethem ; You may lee how to | 
Chciſt was, ſerved yet what he did; | | - 
ſtretched out my hands all the day, to | = 
a rebellious people: a people that pro- cov 
voketh me ro'anger continually to my Fra 
very face:” Tis ſo with many Saints, do | 
not many preach the word to ſuch that | Chr 
are deadly adverſaries to them, that a- 'coth 
buſeth them:to the very face, nay,in the thae 
very time they are perſwading'them, & ſhall 
2 COT.12: the more a Saints ſpirit in pitty is for ' belik 
M1 Je res their good, the more are their ſpicits in you | 
| - | Sunma Fage againſt Saints to their hurc, that | 
l' !' wundiin" 3. They have yearnings of ſoule aftet | faire 
[ gratitad?. ſych that deviate from truth that goe ferve 1 
1 > 


altray in the wildernes of fin, ftriving Chriſt 


-l to reclaime them, and to bring them 
| LI 
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Into the way of the Lord, to walke to- 
wards holynes, Paul was employ'd 1n 
ſuch a buſines as this at Athens amonſ a 
people that were wandering after an 
unknowne God, that went they knew 


not whither,that worſhipped they knew Luk.r5.4. 


not what. Asa man lookes after a wan- 
dering beaſt to bring it home, fo doth 
Chriſt a wandering foul; and this is 
part of the employment of ſuch that 


can fay, As be a, ſo are we in this world. pg, 4. 
Chriſt is highly difpleaſed with ſuch 5,95, 


thac ſhould looke after ſcattered foules; 


and are negligent, they walke contrary 


to him; but ſuch pleaſe him thatare 
painfull in preferving thoſe are his,that 
undertake any employment for the re- 
cavery of ſoules from error to: cruth , 
from. out of the Devils common to 
Chriſts fold. They aredeare friends to 


' Chrift, that to their utmoſt are helpful 


co the purchaſed poſſeſſion of Chrili:you 
that are good ſervants to Chrift, you 
{hall find him a good Maſter to you : 


| belike bim in ation, and he will make 


you like himfelfe- in the reward; he 
that works in his vineyard ſhall have 


| faire wages. Blefled are you that now 


ſerve not your fclves but the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt ; this buſines will make Chriſt 


honousr 
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honour you; your ſtriving to reclaime 
ſuch that wander from the commande- 
Dan-12.3. Ments of the Lord : They that be wiſe 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſle of the fir- 
jþ [ mament : and they that turne many to 
Gi of righteouſnefle, as the ſtarres for ever 
'F and ever- God will: honour them that 
[4 


= 


ſtrive to fave others. How like Chriſt 
| are they that ſrrive to convert a {inner 
| from the error of his way, and to ſave.a 
ſoul from ceath?ls not ſuch work Chriſts 
worke? do not they follow him that 
| works thus ? When Chriſt works in us 
for making us like him, we will worke 
i7- abroad to bring ſoules unto hinz. 
3 3. They loath finne;they that are like. 
| Chriſt, they deteſt and abominate what 
; Chriſt deteſts- Sin is a:devil (and who: 
3B can abid him unlefſe wretches that are 


Jam, 5.20. 


Y' like him.). Sin will eatup a foul; can 

1 any unlefſe a mad-man love that whictt 
| {| will:utterly undoe him? Sinne brings 
| þ plagues upon a mans fſelfe and all he 


| | hath, entertain not agueſt that. hath 
j ſach. i]1 attendants, thou canſ\t not em-« 
| brace fin but thou maſt wound Chriſt : 
| wilt thou ſhew ſo much hard-heartednes 
| 
' 


as to wound him that bath ſuffered ſo 

Is 52.14. mach alceady,yea ſuch ſutterings,as ne- 
ver any ſuffered beſides him, beſides you. 
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| finne againſt Chriſt but you muſe hurt 


your (elves, yea your beft part, your 
ſouls,bur to caſt ſuch weeds afide and to 
ſpeak of men and praftifes fiting the 
place and time,and chat is Saints &their 
behaviour in this particular towards 
fin, they abhorre {in upon the ſame rea- 
ſons and grounds that Jefus Chriſt ab- 
horres it,'tis indeed Chriſt in'them that 
makes them dillike it if their diſlike be 
ſuch as it ſhould be,there are ſoules that 


* may have ſome diſlike of fin, yet they 


may not with a Saints ſpiric loath it. 

I. Some there are that ſtand aloofe 
from ſin when it allures, becauſe ſhould 
they yeeld, it may caufe ſome diſgrace. 
to them, it may make ſome caſt them off 


; that now they have favour withal], and 
|: whoſe favour it may be is more benehi- 
; cial for preſent then their fin canbe,they 
tare ſollicited unto. 


Theſe deſerve no 


. thankes from God, for love to God 


makes them not diſlike fin, *cis the up=- 
holding of ſome reputation and credit 
amongſt men that for preſent reſtrains 


' them. They ſay not,l] have receiv'd mer- 


cy from Chriſt, how can If againſc 


him that hath been ſo good to me ? but 


I have a reafon gf mine own, faith the 
; D carnal 


Pro.8.36. 
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q - carnal ſonle, and therefore I may doe a 
. this or that, not but that h: loves the i p E 
ſin, but it ſtands not with his end for Mg 

preſent to meddle with it. s kf 
' 2. Some are kept off from fin as the FF 11 
dog from the bone with the cudgel,the an 
feare of the Law deters them, faine __ 
id 4 they would be doing but then they * G5 
1 feare ſuffering, they thinke it might be | LOT 
's beneficiall to ſreale, but they like not _—_ 


F hanging, the money might khelpthem 
but the halter would hurt them ; Chriſt 
is not behokding to theſe nor to any 
ſach, for love to him prevailes not with 
Mat. 14.5. themztheſeare kepr from evil asHerod at 
firſt from killing Fobn for feare of the 
Luk. 22.2. people, 8& as the Chief Prieſts & Scribes 
from killing Jeſus, or the Captain and 
AR: 5.26. Officers from offering violence to the 
Apoſtles, That many are not more vile . 
wee may thanke their feare of the 
Law, not their love nor likeneſle to 

Chriſt. 

. Some are kept from ſome fins for 
| fear of hell ; Hell is not ſeen, andthere- - 
| fore not much feard,men think frrang- | G0 
A ly of hell, take heed you never know if (4: 
It, this place of Torments is not muck 

confidered of now,or if it be,men think F Chriſte 
they | ; 


> = = <a 


—Y - 


—_— M.A 
A 


(35) 
they are far enough from it and may eſs 
' Cape. If love to Chriſt keepe not iron 
4 \ lin,fear of hell will not; 'cis the Mercies 
: of Chriſt that Paul preſents as a bait to 
allure to holineſfe, and drawe men off 
from the wotld; mercies are very invi- 97-121 
tive, eſpecially the mercies of Chriſt _ "_ uf 
that are ſuch ſweet & precious mercies, rjionem 
mercies that had never any like them,the miſzrecor- 
world had never ſuch another in it for 4 De? 
|| mercyas Chriſt. Mercies drawe Saints ge = 
| to abhorre cevill, and as God ſhall call ag 
you to be Saints, you will do likewile. vitam 
Sin is offence to Chriſt and gdodnefle Deo pla- 
Is pleaſing to him.Saints( are acquaint= 7 . 
ed with him and ) know itand ftrive ict oP ny 
ſhould be ſo to them , Chriſt and inſide 
Chriſtians, bave but one objet of their 
love & but one of their hatred, viz: good 
y andall good, ahd that they effe& toge- 
F. therzevil! and all evill and that they re- 
jc a like,you may conceive of ſuch to 
| be Saints that go ſo right with Chriſt. 
4. Saints indeed, (ſoules like Chrift 
they are fuch that aime at the glory of 
B” God ) in all their undertakings , it was 
W '| Chriitsmeat and drinke to do the will 
&. of his father, ſo *cis theirs that are 
FT Chrifts, if men will be pleal'd ſeeing 
| D 2 them 
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them in Gods bulſinefle they rejoyce 
buc if they will not, they nevertheleſſe 
continue doing; There was a Gallant 
courage in Chriſc to glorify his Father, 
ſois there in Saints, they will honour 
God if they die in the ation, they if 
oppos'd durlſt bide heir oppoſers judge 
whether it be better to obey God or 
man, he ats right that bids his ene- 
my be judge of his doings : it any ſpy 
faults, enemies will. Saints are for 
pleaſing God, thats their aime, they are 
company: for ſuch whole journey is 
heavenRArard ; Chriſt is gone before, 
they follow after. He goes faſteſt co hea- 


ven that goes on moſt ſpeedily in Gods 


worke, that, as it tends to Gods glury, 


{o to the aftors glory. A foul will ſoone 


be glorined it ſelfe, that glorivies God; 
they that are for God, ſhall be with 
God ; heavenly work is recompens'd 
with good wayes; Chriſt did his work, 
13 entred into his joy, doe yours and 
enter alſo, like doers ſhall have like 
pay. 

5. Chriſt is for fellowſhip and com- 
munion with his people, ( where two 
or three are gathered rogether in his 
name, there he is, iy the midfl gf mm 
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ſo Saints the friends of Chriſt defire 
fellowſhip with thoſe that are Chriſts : 
chriitians, this Leflon hath not been 
well learn'd of late, outward appear- 
ances like our ſelves, (tis feard) have 
drawne us many times more then 
Chriſt in Spiric dwelling in ſouls. 
That part of Arethmeticke diviſion 
hath beene in uſe too much,at Teaſt Nu- 
meration too little, we ſhould be more 
like Chriſt were we more for ſociety, 
I meane with Saints. Davids Spirit was 
]ratious and was much affeted with 
ſuch company, if like Chriſt ſociable, 
but *cis wich Saints. 

6. Chriſt delights to ſee men holy, 
embracing truch, in this Saints are 
like Chriſr. Saint Fobn rejoyced great- 
Iy that he found the children of the E- 
Ie& Lady walking in truth, fo this ex- 
erciſe was pleaſing to Paul. We give 
thanks to God, and che Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſc, praying alwayes for 
you, iinc2 we heard of your faith in 
Chriſt ſeins,8& of the love which ye have 
to all the Saints. As he rejoyced to ſee 
this among(t the Coloſſians, for it plea- 
ſed him to ſee others followers of the 
Lord, aud embracing that truth which 
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the churches of God embraced, to the' 
exceeding growth of faith, and the a- 
bounding of charity each towards 0- 
thers; They that were holy amongſt 
the Fews, rejoyced at the Gentiles con- 
verſion. And at this day there is no 
greater joy to Saints then to hear of 0- 
thers turning to the truth, and living 
holily. That which makes carnal men 
difpleafd, which is newnefle of life, 
pleaſeth thoſe that have received of the 
ſame life. 

-. Jeſus Chriſt hates ſin in every one, 
yet no mans perſon, he pitties their 
perfons, 1/by will you die O houſe of Iſrael? 
Heloath'd Fersſalems (in, yet he wept o= 
ver the city as pittying the people, (or- 
rowing through foreſceing of the miſe- 
ry. that was coming towards them), 
and did aiterwards befal them ; They 
that are like Chrift are thus qualified, 
they hate fin in all men, yet hate nor 
the perſons of any, no, not of their 
deadly enemics, but with Stephen they 
can defire eternal life, for thoſe, thar 
will not let them enjoy a temporal lite, 
a crown for their enemies , that hale 
them to the crofſe; There's much of 
the image of Chriſt in thoſe that to the 

| Ut- 
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16 utmoſt do good tothe men, whoſe fins 
— they hate z And though they ſeek the 
J= death of theic ſin, yet defire lite, the life 
i of Chriſt for their ſouls. Chrilt ſhewed 
1- man moſt mercy, when he ſhewed ſinne 
fe] none; he kilId fin, and quickn'd man; 
J= A man may be merciful to his neigh- 
o bour, yet ſtrive to be a ſlaughter-man to 
n his fin : They muſt needs be like Chriſt, 
&, that from a gratious pitty are helptul 
1C to others, and omit no meanes to do 


chem any kindneſle, furthering the ſal» 
vation of their ſouls, and good of their 
bodies, helping them in any thing, or 
way but what is finful ; "Tis the calling 
of Saints to do good, yea to all, you 
have none of a more free ſpirit then 
they, they go up and down on this im- 
ployment, *cis the errand that Chriſt 
ſends them on ; Like Matter, like Ser- 
vants, all good, and their a&tions like 
themſelves: The maſter cannoc erre , 
the {-rvants may, but they ſhall be ſer 
right again; Theſe are no cheats that 
do good to all, as much as poſſible they 


e, ' may, harm none, no not enemies ; 
le render to none evill for evil, but con+ 
f _ trrariwiſe bleſling. 

_—_ y 4 . . 
ie 8. Saints are very much like Chriſt 
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in that they are couragious ſouls, cou- 
ragious in what is good, not bad, ſome 
men have too much courage in an evil 
way, but to what is good they haveno 
heart. *Tis not ſo with the children of 
God, they die rather then yield to any 
baſenefle, ſhall ſuch a one as I flie? a 
gallant ſpeech of a noble ſoul, of one 
that believed God had given command- 
ment eo ſave him, ; Daniel would not 
omit his duty,” though he knew the Li- 
ons den was to be his puniſhment, God 
ſhould have his honour whatſoever he 
ſuffered 3 The three children feared not 
the wrath of the King , nor the fiery 
Furnace; God ſhould not be diſho- 
noured by them, they would die rather. 
Tyrants may kill Saints but not con- 
quer them. Chriſt was {laine but not 
overcome, fo it may be with thoſe are 
Chriſts ; That's good mettal will en+ 
dure the fire; agood Ship that holds 
ſound and firm in all forms; good 
cloth that ſhrinks not in wetting ; wel- 
grounded colours that fade not ; brave 
fouls that nothing can daunt, diſcou- 
rage, or turn from the truth ; oneof 
theſe is better then a thouſand, that 
have great words, but when hacdſhip 

| COMES 
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1- » comes to be undergone prove low and - 


” weake; he's a friend that owns a man 
os in need, and ina ſtrait; he's a Saint 
I: that from inward grace is made fo cou- 

df ragious that nothing ſhall ſeparate him 

Wy as from the love of Chrilt, ſo from the 2Tim 1,9 
a worke of Chrili, The Metcall of a ſoul- 

1c dier is tried in the Batte], the ſpirit 

]- | ofa Chriftian in times of oppoſition. 

— 9. Chriſt is all for drawing ſouls to 

i- | himſelf; if he be lifted up from the 

d | earth he will draw men to him, he 19-12-32 
ie Is not a ſcatterer, but a gatherer,I mean 

tt _, of ſouls. His bulinefle is to ſeeke and to 

'Y ſave, to find and preſerve, he woes, | 
j- and willing he is to marry ſoules, that | 
r. they mighrc be his forever, chriſtians 

= in this are ſpirited like Chritit, they en- 

— deavour to drivea trade forChrilts gain, 

1 they are for their maſters profit, they 

= | love Chriſt, & find excecding benefit by 

Is =» him, and they think others ſhould love 

on. him alfo. Pretious Chril! is prerious to 

[= them, and faine would they have him 

Ee ſo to others. They have an-cnlarg'd 

[= heart, and an open mouth crying to 

f * ſouls, oh! love theLordall ye people, 

t turne in hither foujs, come, buy wine, 

þ : : : 
and milke wichour noney, and with- 


out 
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out price, we have found Excellent en-: 
tertainment from Chriſt, come z he 
will ſhew you kindnefſe ; good ſoules 
will not conceale the bountiful} mercy- 
of the Lord, if they negle& co - publiſh. 
his goodneſs,they wil ſay as the Lepers, 
we do not well to hold our peace; in- 
deed they cannot but make mention of 
the name of theLord. Chriſtians are not- 
tongue-tiedin ſetting outChriſts worth, 
they may be in ſpeaking of themſelves; 
ſound and Gratious. Souls are ſparing 
in ſpeaking things tending to their own 
praiſe, but when occaſion is offered to 
ſet out any thing for the honour of 
their Saviour, they want no words at 
leaſt no will, to inlarge themſelves on 
ſuch a theame. You people that would 
not be deceiv'd in owning thoſe that 
are right, that are afraid of a Devil ap= 
pearing as an Angel of light, that faine 
would have a chriſtian indeed your ac- 
quaintance, ſuch ſouls are very likely to 
fir yon, that are induſtrious in enlarging 
Chrifts dominions,and are joyful when 
foules come in apace to Chrilſt, for true 
Saints would have all men fſavd and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Chriſtians, whatſoever I have — 
this 
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this yſe. I muſt yet wiſh you to be- 
ware Pickpockets will 6e amongit ho- 
neſt men, cheaters amongſt juſt dealers, 
and if the ſons of men preſent them- 
ſelves yefore God Satan is ready to be 


amongſt them. Secondly There may Tſe. 


be an uſe of information given out ; the 
Dodrine will affor'd it, and indeed the 
times confider'd, it may be ſeaſonable 
and it manifeſteth the ground and rife 
of perſecution againlt Saints; where- 
{oever there are godly ſoules be ſure 
there is (ſome ſtir ; chere is ſome fire 
a Kindling, He that departs from ini- 
quity makes himſelf a pray, hec's the 
but at which all the ſhooting is, all the 
hooting is athim. We hear of Pauls 
perſecuting, but not of being perſecu- 
tedall the time he walked according to 
the courſe of the world : bur Chrik be- 
ing reveaPd in him, wrath is revealed 
_ againſt him, hee being for Chriſt ; 


enemies of Chriſt ſet againſt him in AR. 20 
everyplace : The more like Chriſt any 23: 


is, and the more they own him and 
tollow him, the more is the trouble 
that riſeth againſt them : the ſea-waves 
give the greatclt daſh againſt rzhat op 


poſeth 
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poſeth them. The wind roareth moſt 
amonglt thoſe trees that tis ſtifly oppoſ- 
ed, all wicked people rage againit ſuch 
that any may hinder them in their 
wickedneſſe, I dare challenge people 
in any city Country or village, that 
it they will ſpeak truth, that they that 
are moſt Godly amongſt them, are ſub- 

2. Tim-2. jet to moſt {landers, reproaches, and 
| wrongs. I know wicked men have pre- 
tences for what they do againſt Saints : 

Jo. 18-30 So had the Fews againſt Chrift- They 
tell Pilate,if he were not a malefaCtour, 

they would not have delivered hinz up 

unto him;"Chriſt might have ſaid to them 
asThemiſrocles to the Ath2nians,are ye wea- 

ry of receiving ſo many benefits by one 

man? Pau! had many grevious faults laid 

to his charge,as turning the world,upfide 

davis. downe, ſetting all out of order,his ene- 
mics ſpake as if all had been well,had ic 

not been for him and ſuck as he were - 

This Pau! was apeftilent fellow, a mo- 
Act. 14.5: ver of ſedition all the worldover, high 
crimes to be accul'd of, and why was 

this ? becauſe Godly, that was the main 

thing that troubled Satans (Javes . Ste- 
_ _ pneni8accul'd tor blaſphemy & what was 

AR. 6.14. his blaſphemy? part is he ſhould ſpeak a- 
x againg 
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gainſt the holy place and the law, and 
That Feſus of Nazareth ſhall deſtroy this place 
and change the cuftomes which Moles deliver 
ed us. Falſe witneſſes, and men fuborn- 
ed laid this in againft bun ; Knowing 
that it would mightily incenſe the 
people to hear of lofing their cuſto- 
mes. Theſe carnall cuſtomes are fo dezr 
to carnall men thar they are all in a 
rage if they hearc any thing of loſing 
them. Let Gofpel go and Goſpeli- own- 
ers periſh, they care not, if they may 
keep their cuſtomes. It was a cuſtome 
to have this and that : I count it not 
worth the naming what many contend 
about and perſecute the Saints for, I 
could experimental]y ſpeak in this par- 
ticalar bur I forbear ; Doubtleſfle the 
ſpirit of men Is in every age ſpit out a- 
gainſt truth, & they that now perſecuts 
Saints would perſecute Chritlt as really 
as ever the Fews did , were his appear- 
ance now in fleſh as then, Suppoſe Chriſt 
would not obſerve Chriſtmas as the 
Popiſh generation cals it, ſuppoſe he 
would nct read over a Dead corps; 
ſuppoſe he would not give the Lords. 
Supper to any but holy and godly ſouls 
ſhutting pat the govetous, ignorant, 
Fr EE =» 
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ſwearer, drunkard, reviler, untlean 

perſon &c. What would the world ſay 

of him? I ſpeake low to your capacity, 

I mighe gem higher to men in higher 

place, & fully clear it, why good men are 

fo perſecuted; But hear Chriſt himſelf, 7 

| bave given them thy word,the werld bath bated 
29g i" them, becauſe they are not of the world, as T 
” am not of the world. Sce the cleaving to 
the word. what it meets withal, it was 

not having the word in their houſes or 


hand mage them hated.but in heart and - 


life,and walking contrary to the courſe 

of the world, for iri body they were in 

the world, but in converſation they 

were averſe to the world:in a word chey 

through grace received did endeavour 

” to gloritie the God of all grace, this 
was fault enough, for all that wil live 

godly muſt ſuffer tribulation. Chriſt 

was perſecuted ſo ſhal they be that are 

_, Chriſts, thornes and bricrs art in the 
_ way to heaven, and they will fcratch. 
:: Mz: Benot diſmaid ,Chritt is gone thorow 
19:8. 0 andhewill help you, you were bercer 
bone Feſu, goe to heaven in a rorn skin then 
91c re; to hell in a whole; Every skar that a 
” —_—_ Chriſtian wears for Chrifts ſake, is hea- 
cas in fu YEnS badge, benotaſhamed of them, if 


| \#87g- you 


(] 
if 
i 

' 


your almoſt tir 
.may hold out in the {uffering, and then 
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you be found in Chrifts livery,you will 


be received into bliiſe. Thinke of this Frigat 
you ſouls of honour, if you ſuffer with ſeſe fdelis 
Chriſt you ſhall reign in glory with 


him ; ponder of the glory when you 


are under the-crofſe , it may quicken þgng, 


3 


d ſpirits; I wilb you 


I queſtion not your glory; That you 


faint notnor be weary, the Lord granc 
'that your hearts frame may be chang'd 


from what ir is by nature, and rturn'd 
into a Chritis frame what ic ſhould be 
by grace, your corrupt mind, into a 


. pure mind;paſſion, turn'd into patience, 


pride, into mecknefle, loftineſle, into 
lowlineſſe, weaknefle , into ſtrength, 


fearfulneſle, into courage ; that fo you 


may undauntedly undergo ſufferings. 
Souls, I wiſh you well, howſoever you 


-deal with me, I pray for you, and hope 


I ſhall; that God would count. you 
worthy to ſuffer for his ſake, which you 
ſhall certainly undergo in ſome mea- 


ſure 3f Godly. The Devils birders are 


abroad, *cis the beſt birds they aime at, Quis nora 
his nets are laid, he cares nat for catch- D emonis 
ing dogs, *cis heart, *tis a precious diſh 9 * 


| In hel]; yet be of good cheer ſouls, it 


you 
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you are truly good, Satan ſhall have 
none of you, you are reſerv'd for the 
maſters uſe, he hath nced of you and 
will have you. Chriſtians, the world is 
full of Blackmores, I mean black fouls, 
if any white ſoul, viz. a gracious Saint 
appear, he's wonder'd at. Let the wick- 
Dew ms- Ed wonder and hate, Chriſt obſerves 
deraror and loves all that are his,and will pre- 
certanrium ſerve every haire, be of good comfore 
i or keep this pretious ſoul-promiſe in your 
hearts.Suffering Saincs,Chriſt brought, 
Mar it forth for you ; bleſſed are ye when 

3-07, . 

12. Men ſhall revile you,and perſecute you, 
and ſhall fay all manner of evil againſt 
you falſly for my ſake ; (faith Chriſt) 
rejoyce and bee exceeding glad ; for 
great is your reward in heaven : for ſo 
perſecuted they the Prophets, which 
were before you. So chriſtians that ſuf- 
fer, you arenot the firit, there are ſore 
ſufferers before, follow on there is a 
crown in readines for you, and I would 
ic were on your heads. I hope it will 
be, and then will you appeare more 


cleerly like Chriſt, for a crowned - 


Chriit and crowned Saints are very like 


each other. 


Gſe 3. 1 ſhall fouls, put youto it __ 
e» 


" | --5 ha 


deſiring you to conſider who you ate Chrifia- 

like, many go for Chriſts people that f —_— 
are never a whit like him, neither fa- Hye 
ſhioned like him within nor without z tur, qui 
neither in ſpeech, nor {hape like him ; Chriſtum] 
nor yet in word nor converſation. In. 7mm? 
deed they are more like Satan, and were "7 
it not for the name of chriftians, you 

would not know them ſcarcely from 

Devils, I am ſure not from heathen. 

Their language ſpeaks them not of the 

land of Canaan nor of Chriſts flock, but 

rather Goates and aliens from, if not 
enemies to Chriſt. Earthly they are and 

not heavenly, he that is of the earth is 

earthly and ſpeaketh of the earth. As jyh,z 13. 
ducklings have alwaies their bils 
in the mud, ſwine their noſes in the 
mire, every thing tends to what likes 
him, ſo carnal men. Travaile upon 
the way and you ſhall find how familiar 
people of like diſpoſitions are, gratious 
men for gracious company and dilſ- 
courſe, worldly and carnal men abhor 
ſuch company and commiunication, but 
if thry meet with ſuch as are carnal, 
then they are pleas'd: Homogeneal 
things eaſily cloſe, water will run with 
water in the ſame channe] , dogs will 


play 
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play wich dogs, & wolves with wolves, 
cry men by their company; you may 
find a ſheep amongſt wolves, "tis rare, 
unlefle they prey, to devour ; Souls I 
will not judge you, you have a judge 
within you, bring the queſtion you 
would have decided before him, if you 
will hear he will ſpeak to the buſineile, 
the ſentence fhall be impartial, it is 
conſcience properly to ſay the truth be 
ic for a man or againſt kim ; Ask con- 
ſcience, how like Chrift? ask conſcience, 
whether ſuch as you be are Saints ? ask 
conſcience, whether heavens glory have 
ſuch as you? ask conſcience whether 
you are skil'd in Scriprure,and whether 
you walk according to the word ? whe- 
ther you be company for Chriſt ? 
do nat miſunderffand conſcience, nei- 


ther hearken to ſomething elſe that is 


not conſcience. Well dear friends, I 
mutt haften ; I will put but one Inter- 
rogatory to you,and end this Ute ; here 
are many people in thjs pariſh, ſome 
love the truth,” others hate it, ſome are 
religious, ſome profane, fome zealous, 
ſome but moral ; who of theſe do you 
moſt affet? whoſe houſes do you 
Toſt frequen: ? whole fſoſcicty is your 
dejight ? I know you can tell, I will 

cons 
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conclude nothing: I know what I 
might, what 1 could ſay, but I farbear. 
Lovers ſee ſomewhat in the obje& thac 
delights the zffe&ion, ſomething that 
pleaſeth them, I can gueſſe what the 
man is if I am ſure what he loves, for Ul a- 
the affection pitcheth upon ſomewhat 7, 2% 
ſutable; he hath a heavenly heart that = iſe 
loves heavenly things, he may be ſaid 4mans oy 
to be gratios. that loves grace, and he res amate 
a chriitian that loves Chriſt as Chriſt f#7 #- 
deſerves, even with his whole heart ; 57% - 
what company you now like you will q;1;7;; ef. 
have enough of hereafter, let it be good ficreris di- 
or bad. Pray God make you like Chriſt, vin. 
then will you love him, and hewill 
\ take you to himſelf; If that be not hap- 

pineſle jadge you. 1 

Reproves the moſt of the world and 4. Uſe 

blames them . for their ſelf-deceiving, 
that think they are very holy yet no 
way like unto Jeſas Chriſt. Blame I 
might open profane wretches; God 
knowes the world is full of ſuch thac 
livein al riot and exceſſe and haſten to 
hell, ſo of Civil men that goe fleepily 
and without making any noile to de- 
ſtruQtion : and alſo of men and women 
contenting themſelves with a forme of 
: E 2 Gods 
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Godlineſs, how ſad is the condition of 
(ach ? how blame-worthy are. they :' 


that regard not their ſouls ? They take 
up ſo much of Religion as will get 
them ſome countenance from Gods 
people, bur for God himſelfe they care 
not, I may ſay to ſuch as the Plalmilt 
to his fooles, deale not fooliſhly. For 
what will it advantage ſuch to carry 
ſome eſteeme for a ſhore time among 
men, and to their ſhame, nay confuſion 
(its feard) be diſcover'd at lait? It is no 
comfort to a man in theend, that he 
was religious in ſhew only. And as 
their end will be comfortleſs that have 
onely the ſhell of goodneeff, fo theirs 
that are open profane, and alſo that are 
careleſly ſecure. You'l blame a child for 
loofinga penny given to it, the very 
looking is blam'd (the manner not con- 
fider'd ) what may be ſaid to ſuch that 
looſe their ſouls? as they may be blam'd 
ſo pittied, but neither recovers them, 
they being once gone; out of hell is no 
redemption. Soules confider this; have 
you nota place for duſt, & another for 
Gold?I may ſay,ſo hath God. He hath a 
hel for filthy finners,& a heaven for pure 
Saints, God is upon his worke of ſe« 
| paration 
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paration dayly, you will all find what I 
ſay true, he is ready to try you. Take 
heed in the day of lifting you be not 
chaff, if you be, you will be barn'd in 
unquenchable fire. Like mnſ co like, 
Chrift and the Devil will have whac 
belongs to them. Souls I delire your 
change ſpeedily 3 for by nature you are 
all like Satan , you muſt be new caſt, 
have another forme, if like Chriſt. 1 
cannot mend any of you by reproving 
( mending is Chriſts work ) yet I ſhall 
as enabled pray, that they that are nor 
chang'd into the Image of Chrift may 
be, and where 'tis begun it may be pere 
fected. 

®ueft, You it may be have a mind 
to aske me, why (o few are like Chriſt, 
ſeeing "tis ſuch an excellent ſtate, and 
alſo honourable &c ? 

Anſ. I may ſay becauſe they have not 
receiv'd of the heavenly gift, & are not 
by heavens hand poliſhed, Betides, *cis 
not the faihion of ch: world. To be holy 
is exceedingly out of faſnjon in theſe 
times 3 to be holy is to be fingular, the 
Faſt is to be wondred at ,it not diſdain'd; 


it ſets all mena wondering to behold Plal.38,5, 


the afſemblies of Saints. Some-times be- 
E 3 lides 
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Regester- des wondring they are enrap'd againſt 


_ k them; I ſhal ſpare any further diſcourſe 
confilio upon ſach that differ ſo- much from 


congregati Ghriſt, Iam ſure if they never be made 
ſunt conra ]jke Chriſt, they will wiſh they had, if 
banc Pe! they be chang'd into the like Image 
ejuſq; ci- Ned nat bid them, their own graces 
ves pari- Will quicken them to praiſe the Lord. 
ter ad nos The firſt DoCtrine is left to your medi- 
expugnan- tation, defire you may be as like Chriſt 
+-—==o_gf as the Dodrrine is like truth ; the nexc 
"thing to preſent to your ſoules is this. 
2, Dod. They that know JeſusChriſtmay know 

| Saints. I know many queſtions might 
be propounded about this Do&rin but I 

omit them, what may be ſaid of two 

men that are muchalike,he that knows 

one may 'know the other, ſo he that 

knowes Chriit may know Saints. I 

know no one ſurer way to try men by 

then this, looke well upon Chriſt, 

conſider his graces, and all his endow- 

q" Dei ments, taſte his {weetnes, ſmell] his fa- 
et ilud your& where you find that is like, what 
_ you find in Chriſt, conclude they are 
9, _ Saints, Men know their goods by the 
credentes matk. their leaſes by the ſeale, ſervants 
ebjegnat. by their livery,ſo may Saints be known 
| by Chriſt. Study Chriſt well and _—_ 
wt ; wilt 
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wilt ſay ſuch are Saints,let their appear- 
ances bee what they will, let them be 
by name Few or Gentile, circumcis'd or 
not circumcis'd, if Saints their graces 
will diſcover what they be. Chriftians 
judge not according to the ficſh and 
formes, but according to the Spirit, a 
gracious ſoul is lovely toa gracious 1pi- 
Lit. let it be of never ſo different judge» 
ment in ſome low things that are ſub- 
ject to vaniſh, 

They are children of one Father, 
deicended of one Royal ſtock. Know the 
Eldeſt child well, you may know the 
Younger, conſider of Chriſts comlines, 
& the Saints b-aizry may the better ap= 
pear,know the rig/.:coufners of Chrift, 
and you may know holy Sai:5, the 
voice of Chriſt, and the voice of Saitits. 
God gitts and cloths his children much 
alike , what the eldeſt hath the voun=- 
geſt bath thefſame, indeed rhe eldeſt Is 
laryec; and the difference 1s onely in 
the meaſure not.in the manner; Al grace 
is in Chriſt,and ſome in Saints. Taere's 
grace in al, head ani members have life, 
every part of the body its ornament, {0 
whole Chriſt, and this in hojines. 


Rea). 
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know the bufines of Chriſt? can you ſay 
this is the work of Chriſt, and herein 
he is excercis'd ? Conſider who ads like 
him, and then judge. Compare things 
together, the holy and heavenly work 
of Chriſt,let that be the pattern, eſteem 
and commend thoſe ſouls whoſe work- 
ings are moſt like the pattern.Children 
are commended that write moſt like the 
Copy, and ſo is the Limner whoſe 
draught is moſt like the body, whole 
picture agrees beſt with the life. Suffer 


a word of cxhortation. Be ye therefore 


followers of God, as deare childien, 
and walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath 
loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, 
an offering, and a ſacrifice to God for 
a \weet-ſmelling ſavour. Chriſt yeel'ds 
a \weet favour in his love, and in his 
obedience : ſo do Saints, they are unto 
God a ſweet favour. Study Chrilt 
ſoundly, and when you have done, ſee 
how men agree with Chriſt,and accord- 
inglylet them have the repute of Saints. 


-Be not partial in your judging , but 


judge righteous judgement. 

You may now hint whence it is that 
Saints are no better known, I conceive 
it is becauſe Chriſt js not known. Ig- 
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' Norance of Chriſt effe&eth an ignorance 


of Saints Chriſt was kild by ſuch that 1 Cor.2.8 


knew him not, and ſo are Saints. How 
many precious Jewels Have been taken 
for drofſe, and ſo caſt out ? how many 
gracious ſouls eftesn'd not worthy to 


live? and why? becaule like Chriſt,both Ad-22.22 


Chriſt and they taken for evil doers, 
for difturbers of theplaces where they 
come, yea ſometime for blaſphemers: 
you feldom ſee any reverence godly fouls 


that yield not reverence $0 the God of Joh.16. 2, 


ſouls; that reſpe& Saints that honour 
not Chriſt, Men that are fartheſi from 
Chriſt, are the lap-children of wicked 
men, if any have their reſpeQ they are 
ſach that Tre like themſelves, ungodly. 
GooJ men,you complain of your ilight= 
ings, wrongs, and divers ſufferings in 
the world; and complain you may : 
your ſorrows are ungodly mens muitcK;3 
they never rejoyce more then when the 
Saints tears run down faſteſt, This hath 
and will be the worlds paſtime, even 


.good-mens {ufferings. Chiitt ſnflerings 


pleaſ'd the Jews heartily : ſo dc: the 


{ufferings of Chriſts people, Jewith na= + 


tures to this day. Men too they know 
:0t what, in wronging the deare jew- 


<+ cls 
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els of God, and pluck on themſelves a 
moſt heavy wrath from the God of 
Saints. The works of wicked men now 
are (auch as the wicked generations chat 
i Thef, 2, Wnt before, for they kiiled the Lord 
_ Jeſus, and the prophers, and perſecuted 
© Saints, and all was becauſe they were 
blinded of Satan, and the glorious 
Spirit of holines ſhone not into their 
ſouls to give them the knowledge of Je- 
ſus Chriit. How were it poſſible that 
men ſhould be enemies to Chriſt or to 
Saints the friends of Chriſt, did they 
know what he hath ſuffered and un- 
dergone for ſouls ? how out of love and 
ag Pitty he came down from heaven, un- 
mn derwent many a gracious ſuffering, and 
euntraxit, all to do poor wretched man gooG? bart 
ad colum- here is x (ad {ight,al is {lighted of many. 
nam {ig4- Ts jt not ſtrange to hear a groaning 
ec, ſe Chriſt, and ſinners mocking? a Chriſt 
X. 1-bry Wounded to the heart, and ſouls mad at 
clauſit, ad heart againſt him ? to ſee the everlaſt- 
3nferos at- ing Father dying, and yet the children 
'Taxtt. ofthar Father abus'd, and chat by ſuch 
for whom the Father js ſuffering? It was 
an ungratful aC& ofFoaſpto ſlay the child 
of fobozada thati had holp him to the 
Kingdome, but as the fufferer prayed, 


Amor E 


God - 


| God ; 
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God afted& puniſhed the wicked doer. 
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God is juſt, wait bis time, and then {e 
what he wil do to Chriſt and chriſtian 
wrongers. You have need of patience 


you Chrilt- like ſouls,you are ſufferers, 


you will be ſo in this world, you are 
not known neither is your Saviour,and 
indeed becauſe your glory is hid, is it 
that your ſufferings are open ; but be of 
g00d chear, God will help yon, he 
knows Chriſt, and he knows you, he 
holp Chriſt, and will help you. I thall 
ſay onely this to !:ich that ſay they 
know not who are Saints, what theſe 
Saints mean they know not, &c. I fear 
you knowy nor Chriir, if it be ſo 'tis fad 
wich you, and your ftate is miſeravle, 
and were | able this day to weep , 1 
ſhould willingly weep for {ach that 
know not the Lord Jelus Chriſt. 

Let not a form of worſhip tear 0- 
vermuch ſway with you, and {© tink 
all Saints that areunder ſuch a form, 
and for all others to thinxe that they 
are heathen, to fuppoſe thai they are 
without Chriſt becauſe withour ſuch a 
form, a form affc&ed by you ; Theſe 
forms of worſkip,' I mean Idolizing 
them, hath made a miſerable flir a- 
> mongſt 
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mungſ profeſſors. The devil hath ta- - 
ken great advantage to nouriſh ſtrife they 
and diſcord amongſt brethren by them, | Whe! 
and he hath blaſted charity abundant= | Py 
ly, nay ſo much that ſome will not | low 
Joyn in prayer with any unlefle of their | AFtal 
form, nor hear the word unlefſe from may | 
one of their judgment. Is thisa knowing | if Ct 
of Chriſt,& then Saints;or is ita knows him, 
ing appearances,8& Saints by them? The * ſo ſh; 
Lord reconcile Few and Gentile, The bear | 
foot may be lov'd chough it benot an {ball c 
eye becauſe *cis of the body, ſo may a all. F 
ſoul though of a different outward ap» of the 
pearance becauſe jt belongs to Teſus __ 
; F al 


Chrift. In the body there are ſeveral 
members, yet are all uſeful in their and w 
places,wherin the Lord hath been plea» ſhall b, 


| ſed to place them: ſo it is in the ſeveral his app 
attainments and Adminiſtrations the know | 
Saints are under. All may be uſetal, and Oy I 

x OWlI 


he that is in the loweſt Attainment (el- 


pecially that may be of ſome ſo judg'd)) [ 
may there enjoy God, and be uſeful ro PF d. 


the body,and though it ſee not with the , Youl 
eye, yet may it be a foot to help carry | wait. þ 
1 


on the body. I could wiſh that we could 
more look after Chriſt, and where we muſt by 


find him efteem them Saints, whether | own yo 
| they | aNO1Nt 


7 
b 
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> | theybe circumciſed or uncircumciſed, 
whether bond or free. I know not why 


> - | any ſhould conſider them that are in a 
»t | low appearance & as 'tis judg'd in tnean 
ig | attainment, Who knows bur Chriſt 
'm | may be with them? if ſo, thats enough; 
ng | if Chriſt afcend they ſhall aſcend with 
vs — him. Noabs Arke roſe as the waters did: 


he- fo ſhall Saints as Chriſt pleafeth ro 
+ | bear them up, and at length all forms 
| (hall die, and Chriſt to his appear all in 


= all. For the refurre&ion and appearance 
Ang of the Lord is the death of man, and the 


(Gs Heath of forms, and the death of fleſh : 
cal + for all theſe things are but ſhadows, 
and when Chriſt cleerly appears they 


won ſhall be aboliſhed. The Lord make our 
ul his appearance clearly, that ſo we may 


the know him, and by knowing him know 
no thoſe that are his, and from a right 
eſ- . knowing, love, and love increafing, 


( lBre 2 
, our mutual joy may abound in the 
gc) Lord. | 


Would you ſoules be taken for Saints? 9;;, , 
=_ do you deſire the people of God ſhould EN 
ould have ſich an efteem of you indeed? You 
- we {ul be like Chriſt, or they durſt not 
-ther | 292 you under that name, you muſt be 
they  anvinted with that anonting he is a- 

| nointed 


; 
1 


. o—_ 


Ro. 8. 9. nointed wicthal, you muſt have the 

ſame ſpirit within and you muſt be 
_ Lita falhioned withour like Chriſt, your 
Pl _ o_ converſation muſt be holy and as be- 
reddatur, cometh the Goſpel. Two cannot walk 
qui exa- together except they agree ſaith God; 
more noſtri now what agreement can be between 
torumſe Chrit and B:lzall? between the wolte 
nob1s c0N- and the lamb?what agreement was there 


formavit. perween Saints and Paul all that time * 
he perſecuted? could Saints take him . 


for a Saint then; No, he muſt be made 2. 
new creature,he muſt be changed ,Chritft 

muſt be revealed in him. Some of you 
are angry becauſe you are debar'd from 
ſomething that is the priviledge of 
Saints. Pray know this , Gods ſheepe 
are known by his mark,ſhew your mark, 
let appeat that your ſpot is the ſpot of 
God, and fach as he puts on his flock, 
Every man may not fit in Parliament, 
is ſach that are choſen, and ſent, ſo 
not every one may fit in the aſſembly of 
the righteous, but ſuch that are called, 
and chofen,and faithful. | 

O5bj. You will object ic may be and (ay, 
what do I think you are not holy ?dol 
not take you for Chriſtians ? do I think 


th y ou have not acare to ferve Ge 
an 


lictle 


Non qui 
*n aperly 
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and live holily ? do not wee ( you'l ſay 
keep our church as much as any? do 
not we pray and hear? We were former- 
ly taken for good people, and there 
was no exception, What malt we,now 
be ſuſpe&ed ? muſt our faich be now 
call'd in queſtion ? ſcuh things Carnal 
people obje&. 

Anſ» Soules from this plea I cannot 
fay you are Saints. I know many a 
Nominall Chriſtian goes to hell, many 
go to Church(as they ſtile the houſe of 
publike worſhip) & are never the more | 
_ reformed, they continue wicked and E<<#-10 
are unregenerated it may be for al this. Ro. 2. 28: 
I may uſe Pau!s words ; He is not a Few 
which is one outwordly, neither is 
that Circumciſition, which is outward 
in thefleſh; Now know this that the Cs ha 
meaning is I conceive, He is not a true tun profeſs 
Few or true TIſraelite, viz. gracious, that fone ex- 
can onely plead his naturall birth or !71a& 
the cuttingHff the foreskin of his fleſh, 7""o7 te 
neither is he a crue Chriſtian, that is if 
ſo by name onely, and borne in a 30n coram 
Chriftiau country, and that hath re- Dei judi- 
ceived the outward badge being ſprink- © conJetur 
led with water, Pau! diſcovered how /*9* 
lictle ſach outward things profited,'7.. 
Non qui eft in operto Chriſtianus is *C hriſtianus eſt nec qui eff 
m eperhg ttm baptiſmus, is baptiſmus eſt @c» when 


( 64.) 


when he renounced all fleſhly Cons -| 
Phil. 3. 4 fidence; Though he could plead as 


great fleſhly priviledges as any, yet he 
counted all as nothing worth in compa= 
riſon of Chriſt, W hen he had received 
Eph. 5.13 Chriſt, he ſaw cleerly by that light, 
that manifeſts all things,that all natu- 
ral endowments and enjoyments with- 


out Chriſt were of no benefit to the - | 
ſoul. Now as Paul, though comparing + 
them wich Chriſt counted them dung 
and drofſe, yet he did not detratt any. ' ; 


-j 


Hc*njhjl thing from the endowments and enjoy= 
detrahunt ments themſelves. No more would | 
agmtati from the name Chriſtian, or from pub- 
/ "um 4. like meetings or,from baptiſm,but wi!s 
»Oc: ing Iamrtogive all their due ; ſo that 
Chriſt be not rob'd but ecknowledged 
alland inal]. I muſt tell yoa ſouls , 
they are fooles and unwile that pride 
themſelves in any thing that is nor ve= 
ry Chriff. Baptiſme is nothing,- 
ita ſoul hath not Chriſt ; #Sermon is 
nothing,preaching nothing,if Chriſt be 
not preached ; the name Chriitian no- 
thing,if Chriſt be not in the ſoul. The 
ſum of the ſum of all is Chriſt. "Tis a 
common fault ( God weed it our of 


mens hearts) for men to vaturt in fome 
outward 
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outward thing, and glad many are it 
they can denominate themſelves of 
chis or that opinion or jrdgement, or 
of this orthat man as a hearer,followet 
or of his Congregation, or got into 
ſome attainement that bears high a- 
moneſt profeſſours. I ſhall onely ſay 
this, beware you do not deceive your 
ſelves, Chriſt is all, and all you muſt 
have Chriſt, or you will periſh eter» 
nally.T might have added ſeverall Rea- 
ſons why Saints are ſo wary who 


"they take into their fe Jlowſhip, as that 


they will not take in ſuch that bear a 
name onely, and in life and converſa» 
tion are ſenſuall carnall, heatheniſh, 
deviliſh, nor ſuch as barely beleeve on- 
ly a Chriſt without: that can ſpeake of 
the letter of ſcripture and the history 
of Chriſt bat;have not a Chriſt manifeſt 
ed within, but I ſhal not ſtay here much; 
for Saints them already ;and for others; 
they ( as Swine pearles ) will tread 
them unde their foot ; theywill ſcorn 
thera as that they ſavour of over much 
ſtriknefle and novelty; it may 
they will ſay of Independencie and A- 

tabaptiſme. iBut a word of them. 
i; It is uncomfortable to Saints co 
"=. rake 
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take them into fellowſhip that have 
not a Chriſt within. Is it not uncom- 
fortable living for a living man co be 
yok'd to a dead body, and to have dead 
men for his Company What are men 
without Chrift byt dead men, fouls 
withont life flincking, rotten loath- 
ſome fouls that have no comlinefle 2 

2. It is dangerqus to Saints to joyn 
in any rg wy with fuch, 
by reaſon they are infe&ious perſons 3 
a body infefted; with the plague is nor 
more apt to. infet mens bodies, then 
ſinfull vile fouls are ſach that nouriſh 
fellowſhip with them. Men. are very apt 
to faſhion themſelves. like thoſe with 
whom they converſe and live, to imi- 
tate. their words andattions, and to 
be confederate in their doings, and fo 
alluredor enticed. from what is right 
and agrecable to the perieU rale of the 


word. - | | 

3. Itjs ſcandalous, for if fuch be ta- 
key into fellowſhip and church ſociety 
thar are vile oc that have but 'a form of 
God{inefle, : and ſo adort»not the pro- 
kflion of the Gofpel}, how doth it give 


ungodly men occafion to ſpeak evil;and 


xo open their mouths apathſt theway 
A - bi a | of 
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of the Saints,and to tand out fo much 


the more ſtifly by way of oppoſition 
againſt truth, becauſe of ſome bad ones 
got Into outward fociety that have not 
the inward enjoyment of truth. Saints 
had need beware ( upon this confidera- 
tion ) who they take into church-fel- 
lowſhip, that ſo icbe not ſach that by 
falling off from holineſle give offence , 
bur ſuch that are held in by the power 
of truth to the credit of trath, and 
cruths profeſſors with whom they are 
in communion. | : 
Souls you that know Chriſt look a- 
bour you ; conſider of men rightly; take 


a ſerious conſideration of them; 8& take Sanflam 


them for Sainrs that are like Chrift,ſuch vitam 
that are like holy as Chrilt is holy, pure ©" Po 


as Chriſt is pure, precious as Chrift is 
precious, {ſweet & Jovely,comely beauti- 


ful as Chriſt,gentle & lowly as Chriſt they mitis ſu 


m 


that are.Chrifts are like Cbriff. The ado & humilis 
pted ſonnes of God like the only begot- ©74- 5t- 


cen ſonne of God, the younger brothers 


vis efſe as 
doptivas 


like the Elder , Saints like their Savi- pe; flus, 
our , Chriſt is hamble, gentle, loving, vide qus- 
merciful, fall of bowels of kindnes and 9d con: 


goodnes , they chat are Saints indee 
are like him , heit is they ſtrive co imi- 
F-.2 tate 


d verſerur 
fil ille,, 
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Chriſti vj. £36, he they look vnto as their rule, 
ta, eff per- he is the patterne they have always be= 
fea vite fore them. Iguide you not to this or 
nſtre re- that forme, attainment, opinion, judg- 
guid. ment, or the like, to find Saints ; but I 
point out to you Chriſt, and if you ſee 

any like him eſteem them : if you {ind 

vb; ſpiri- any that have the ſame ſpirit as Chriſt, 
745 V4, that have the ſame will, the ſame aQi- 
a rang ons look on them & love them, and for 
bj volun- Chrifts ſake eſteem them ; becauſe they 
14 eadem; are like Chrilt the very image of Chrilt. 
7b; etiam The main reſolution of their ſouls,and 
os 099 attings of the body is to know God, 
' and promote hisglory,to aſcribe praiſes 

to him, to do good to Saints, to put 

$i propter forward whatſoever is agreeable to his 
Chriftam wil with all their might. *Tis not mens 
proprio h0- frownes, tis not allurements, *cis not 
oh rn... loſſes, *ris nor Croſſes can deter them 
7i, proprie £rom the work of God : they know it 
voluntati. they deny themſelves ſeeking here not 
In hac vite their own honour nor ſelf advancings, 
 C:,;. butfollowing the advice of Chriſt, ob- 
Aus in fu- ſerving his will, doing, his work, lay- 
zura, ſui ing Out themſelves wholly forhim, he 
hororis,ſul jill reward them, by giving out unto 
os 941 them of his honour, of his love, and 
re ok, the like jn the world £0 come. Fe 


- > 
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leave you now to the ſearch and finding 
out of Saints, by the wiſdome of Chriit 
owning and eſteeming fuch 'for Saints 
that are like Jeſus Chriit,they that know 
Chrift may knaw Saints. And ſo much 
{hall ſuffice to be ſpoken of that ſecond 
DoQrine. We ſhall as God ſhall enable 
us by his fpiric give out ſomewhat 
more from the Text that may be of 
further uſe & comfort .to ſouls, which 
is this. 


Saints brought to beaven ſhall not bave a= Dog. 3+ 


nother” being, onely a perfefiing of what is 
begun on earth. They have a glory already 


in them,upon them,even the glory that Joh. 17: 
was given to Chriſt, in heaven they ſhall 22, 23. 


have more abundant glory. They have 
Somewhat for breeding, 'as heirs under 

age, not come to their full inherjtance, 

yet growing to a ripenefle of years and 
foto a pofleſfion of the inheritance,cven 

a knowledge of the excellencies of God 
and Chriſt fully and clearly, yea and of 
their own excellency by vertue of unt- 

on and communion with Father and 
ſonne ; For then ſhall that glory be 
manifeſt and apparant above, which 
is not ſo manifeſt and apparent below. - 
Chriftians have ſome light now,thougþ 
: ES bue 
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bue fall, they have part of whatthey 


(ball enjoy in perfe&ion; they now ſee 
though but darkly, then face to face, 
clearly ; They enjoy viſions of God 
though in a cloudy and darke manner. 
God and gftory are reyeal'd but in part 
ed Saints whilft here on earth, andall 
they. ſee and know. is but darkand im- 
perfet,to what they (ball ſee and know: 
God communicates and makes out of- 
his fulneſſe co thoſe are his here on 


- earth, but the communication and 


waking out of all fulnefſe it ſelf is only 
above in glory in. the higheſt heavens, 

' when they {hal he þrought ro.dwel with 
Chriſt to behold his glory,: and inhe- 
rit that maryelloas Lighr, the bright- 
nefle. of which yet 'we. are not; able to 
behold. ; Chriſtians have had, and fill 
have., as much- of God here, as ſuch 
veſſels could hold: here Saints are nar- 
row-hearted, | and dirn-ſighted , and 
cannot entertaine ſa much,: nor fee {0 
clearly as they ſhall when they arrive 
at heaven, where-their hearts ſhall be 
enlarg'd, and their ſight made fir, as to 
receive mach, fo to behold much of the 

excellencies of Glory. 


Souls, 
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* Souls, conſider what I am now about 5, 


co ſpeak to you: have you a being now 
like the Saints inglory, yea like Chriſt 
in glory,is the life of glory begun here? 
is there any ſparks of that heavenly fire 
kindled in you? any drops of that foun- 
tain? hath the lightſhin'd into you that 
ſhines in heaven? have you that joying 
you now hear on earth? that joyes 
Saints in blifſe above? hath a fight of 
God made you large to ſee more of him? 
can y ou ſay with che Plalmitt, My foul 
thirfteth, and my fleſh longerh for thee, 
to ſee thy glory, ſoas I have ſeen it in 
the ſanctuary ? hath glimpſe of beauty 
taken yowany thing of Chriſt delight- 
ed you? 

I. Pray try what is in your inward 
man? do' you tind any light of love 
ſhining in? are you warm'd with any 


of this heavenly heate? I cannot prefle x Joh. 4. 


this roo much: doth God dwell in you? 
you are not like him if there be not in- 
dwellings of God himfelt. I do nor ſo 
much regard what you are without and 
in appearance. I would have you fome- 
what within. There is great glory in 
heaven, there muſt be ſome glory in 
your ſouls here ; yea and ic mult be 
F 4 ſach. 
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ſuch glory as is in heaven, glory ſhines 
in Saints more clearly aboye , here it 


ſhines though but dimly, and they that 


ſhine here alittle as ſparks ſhall ſhine 


Mat,13- exceeding brightly as the Sun in the 
#3 kingdome of their Father , here (if we 


are as we ſhould be and ſuch that fhall 
increaſe in goodnes, & have an addition 
caourjoy) we have ſome inward taſte 
and feeling of the bleſſed comforts of 
God. Beloyed that which I ſpeake to 
you of, concerns your ſouls, take heed 
they be not empty, take heed they be 


'not void of- all goodnes, deftitute of 


the love and (weet communion. of Go1 
through Jeſus Chriſt. You know how. 
ic ſped wich the five fooliſh Virgins 
that had no oyle in their lamps: ler 
what befel them make you beware. 'Tis 
a wiſemang part to refrain from that 
way which others bave periſhed in ; un- 
clean birds may have gandy outſides,the 
plain feather'd fowlmay be wholſomeſt, 


Pſal.;1. 6. beware that ho man deceive you, an 
Pla.51.10..alſo be cautious that you wrong not 


your ſelves, know this that God de- 
fireth truth in the inward parts ; and 


fpirium A pure infidez a clear heart was one 
redum. thing David petition'd for, this you 


ſhould 


is will be but a few yearcs but you 


(73) 
ſhould ask, and this you muſt poſſeſſe 
if ever it be well with you. Thar ſoul is 
as it ſhould be when'tis the ſeat, throne, 
and dwelling of God. 

2. Are your ſouls rais'd ftom the 


_ dead? is there a power put forth in you, 


and that an exceeding preat power, 
whereby you are delivered from fin,Sa- 
tan and ſelfe, and unable to walke as 
Spirituallyalive according to thewil of. 
God.Souls in glory are free ſouls,rais'd 
fouls, ſouls ſet on high, ſouls exceed- 
ingly ſpiritualiz'd, wholly (piritual, a- 
Ctive.ſouls in glorifying and praiſing 
God, *tis their oontinual employment, 

they ceaſe not, they are alwayes buſied 
in what tends to Gods praile, Is there 
any likenes to-this in you ? are you 
fetcht out of darkneſle ? ſer at liberty ? 
made able for the work of God ? Free- 
men are firſt Apprentices, Apprentices 
are in the way to freedom, what arc 
Saints in heaven but freemen? ſich that 
have ſerv'd out their time on carth:con- 
fider chriſtians are you bound to God?, 
doth he teach you? doe you now ſerve 
him? are you wholly his? do you not. 
ſerve Satan, world, nor ſelfe, but God? 


(hal 


i 
| 
' 
j! 
| 


ſhall be advanced higher, advanc'd into 
ſublime and tranſcendent glory , to. 
ſic with Saints, and there with your. 
fellow-brethcen to ſing Hallelajahs for. 
evermore. 

3. Is there aprizing of the things of 
elory? They thar are like Chriſt,eftcem, 
love, prize, the things of Chriſt, and 
what Chriſt doth eſteeme, Iove, prize; 
they eſteeme creature things in their 
places as they oughts yet all theſe are 
but dung and drofle in compariſon of 
the excellencies of grace and glory. 


Soul-neceſlities are not ſatisfied with 


creature-things: they free not from cor- 


ruption, they reveale not the love of 


God, nor eaſe the ſoul of its croublez 
if troubl'd for want of the loving kind- 
nesof the Lord. Saints in glory are de- 
livered from all mifery and enjay ful- 
nes of conſolation, they that are go- 
ing glory-ward ſhall be eas'd, (hall have 
their ful of joy : they eye the pleaſures 
and blifſe of heaven, they have thoughts 
upon them, they are much taken up 


" With' then in their meditations. Saints 


in heaven are pleas'd with the viſible 
glory they injoy. Saints on earth are 


pleas'd , in that through faich they be= 


| Tieve 
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lieve there is areward laid up for them, 
that they ſhall poſſefſe an inheritance 
Incorruptible, and undefiled, and. thac 
fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 
for them. Souls you know what you 
prize, what is delightful to you, you 
can tell whether eacthly, or heavenly, 
carnal or ſpiritual things : ſurely it 
drawing towards heaven, they are hea- 
venly things delight you; they that are 
in glory rejoyce in their glorious en- 
zoyments , they that are in grace going 
to glory, rejoyce through taith in be- 
lieving what is laid up for them, and 
what they (hall enjoy : they exſpe& the 
accompliſhing of promiſes ; and their 
accompliſhing, tends to gracious ſouls 
advancing, and crowning in glory with 
an everlaſting diadem. Conſider of this 
I pray, take much care in trying whe- 
ther you be in the right way to perfect 
peace: you would not willingly be cou- 


ſoned in any earthly things, beware you 


be not cheated in this that concernes 
your foules, and ſoloſe your ſoules : 


if you ſhould, F need not ſay you are ' 


undone, you will to your forrow finde 
it; but I hope you will be careful in this. 
Tcan bur adviſe, *tis God muſt make 
| you 


I Pet.1.4- 
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you wiſe; I can but inſtru&,'tis the Lord 
muſt make you to receive inſtru&ion. - 
Try all things, try earthly things, you 
will ſee them vanity, try Spiritual 
things, God grant you knowledge to 
diſerne, and wiſdome to prize and hold 
faſt what is good. 

Is to ſpeake comfort to ſouls. What 
Revelations, have you now ; you ſhall 
have more; what diſcoveries of love now 
you ſhall have more large manifeſtati- 
ons heareafter; God ſpeaks good to 
ſouls now, and gives in ſomewhat of 
love, bur "cis herea little and there a 
little, now and then a-drop to keep 
their hearts open ; but in heaven God 
comunicates all at once : here he gives 
out what he gives in degrees, & accord- 
ing to Saints capacity to receive; but 
in heaven the whoke ſball be poſſes'd, 
that God hath in ſtore for them that 
love him ; they ſhall have perfe& holi- 
nes, compleat happines, and pure ſpi- 
Animornm Fituality. There natures ſhall be ſpotleſs, 
ſumma pu- and there aftions blameleſſe, an orient 
> ,, Iplendour and matchleſſe brightneſs of 
—_ reſplendent light ſhall cover the whole 
charita, man as a garment. Oh what an inſt 

nite, unconceiveable, and unparallel'd 


Ec. 
gladneſle 


Uſe 2. 


(77) | 
gladnes throughout the ſoul; ſpirit, 
& whloe man wil this occation? Saints 
here defire much, and have ſomewhar 
of heavens excellency but their delires 
are not fally ſatisfied, and in heaven 
they ſhal have their fu], inſomuch thac 


Saints have now ſome beauty, ſome 


| _ comlines, they are in part ſanCihed, 


but in heaven they (hal be fully (ſanCtifi- 
ed, all glorious, this corruptible muſt 
put on incorruption, and this mortal 
vuſt put on immortality,and then con= 
ceptions of evil ſhall not be in ſouls, 
there ſhal be no unſoundnes of judg- 
ment, nor taints of error, no impuri- 
tie nor imbecillity of affe&ions in glo- 
ry. Saints love to Chriſt, ſhal not be 
cold, weak and feeble, but it ſhall be 
hot, ſtrong, perfe&, they ſhal be with- 
out any imperfe&ion. Nothing in them, 


Quicquid: 
defiderare 


, : oterunt e* 
defires ſhal ceaſe, not longing after 1,5;, itic 


more, for God ſhal communicate him- invenient: 
ſelte fully and at once to Saints there. 9#/4 coram 


a facie ad 


factem in- 


tuentur 
eum quiz 
elt omn14. 


or what is done by them {hal be blame- $imiles 
worthy, they ſhal be like the blefſed erimus 
God for ever. Is not this a word of 7p Peo 


comfort now? wil it not be much more 


benedifto 


In ſecu- 


a precious ſoul-rejoycing to enjoy this j,;.. 


purity, this ſam@ity, this holineffe, of 


elng 
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078) Ds 
-.,j-. being made excellent beautiful like An 
SEO ls, yea like God himſelf? There ſhal 


ſtbi 1pſn nos BE 


ſmiles be nothing amiſle in the ſoul; ir ſhal be 
reddit, all glorious: no blindnefſſe, lameneſſe, 
deatnefſe, nor crookedneſſe , nor in- 
firmity ſhal be on the body : the bodies 
of Saints in glory ſhal be handſome, 


faire, comely, beautiful ; yea like unto- 


Phil.3-21. the glorious body of Chriſt : yea, and 
which is more, they ſhal in the whole 
body be like unto his glorious body, 


Eadem Theſe very bodies of Saints that ſuf- - 


empora, fernow with and for Chrift, ſhal wich 
gue hic Chriſt in heavenly bliſſe be glorified 
toe _—_ with him; yea they ſhal have ſuch glory 
#xaſunt, 48 he hath. This Souls I ſhal leaveto 
4na cum You to admire. I cannot ſufficiently and 
Chriſtoin to the fal in words diſcover it to you ; 
caleſtt be- >T5z a wonder to thinke that they that 
ar mall are gracious and ſo like Chriſt here, 
we ſhould be in heaven as hand{ome bodi- 
- —Gls- ed as Chrift is, and have as comely a 
7ia nulla perſon and feature as he himlelf has; 
one fer whom the Father loves dearly , .thar 
: pity. mi theirbodies ſha] bein all places like to 
i: Chrifts body. Beloved, may not this in- 

courage us in trouble, to venture life 

and limb for God,rather then that God 


ſhould loſe his glory 4 ſeeing chat he 
| CA!! 
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can make up all again, and fupply atl 
wants, and wil make every one perf: & 
at hft: andalſo not to be ecubled as 
conecrning Death, with any difcom- 
fortable thoughts of worms cating and 
deſtroying the fleſh , with rottenneffe 
ſeiting upon the body, and the like ; 
knowing thac Chritt at Jalt wil reftore 
all perfe&. 

2, Saints, you have now ſome wil- 
dome and knowledge, you ſhal have 
more abundant , you ſhal have more 
wifdome, you ſhal haveclearer know- 


ledge in the things of God' and Chriſt, 


' and of heaven ; ſurely knowledge is an 


excellent thing, eſpecially Divine and 
Heavenly knowledge, knowledge in:the 
myſtery of ſalvation. What is it that 
fome would not give for knowledge 
now in Arts and Tongues, and in Scri- 
pture-truths, yea to know God rightly? 
n heaven Saints you ſhall have an ex- 
quiſite and perfe& knowledge of God ; 
ye ſhal ſee him not only mentally and 
contemplatively, but alfo with the bo- 
dies eyes corporally; fo 1, F know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that be fball Fn 
at the laiter day upon the earth, And though 
after my sbin, worms deſtroy thas body, yet 
in 


Iſa Dei ſd+ 
prenna ſe- 
ipſam els 

oſtendet, 
(Fc. 


Job 19. 
25, 26> 


(81) 
we may have beauty preſented to our þ,j,;.;. 


ſghe,ſweernes to our taſte amorigit hen, tudo exit , 
mulick to our care, what is odoriferous viſui, me! 


|” "£0 our (nielling, and delightful to be £#/fui, ci- 


rouch'd and haridled, the ſoul alſo fil'd meyer" 
with light, and comfort, every tacalty lhe alfa- 
having whit is pleafant to it given out ui, flos 
freely and fully; O bleffed condition!O 49i- 
ſweer lite! O happy being!to be brought . 
intothe Court of the glorious God, to 


the ſociety of Saitits, into the boſome 


_ of ſweer and bleſſed Jeſus; the loving, Feſus Chri- 


and ever-glorious husband to bleſſed eaſe £ 


foals! Love is abundantly ſhown on ſuqviſſi« 
earth byChrilt to thoſe that are Chriſts, me, 


, In their affaires to dire them, in their 

| troubles to help them, in their dan=- 
! gers to deliver them ; in beſtowing di- 
' 4 vers and excellerit benefits both of grace 


and nature,and of creature-things:like- 
wiſe in diſappointing the dangerous de- 


vices of enemies, in fruſtrating the 


{ubtile and crafty plotrings of Satan, irj 
bearing downe the power of corruption 
and the like : here is muth of mercy 


and goodnes in all this, but. the crown - 


and perfeftion of all, is the bringing, 
ſeating , crowning of ſouls in glory. 
How beautiful are ſouls in that day!how 

TS. glorious ! 
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pn | how lifted up ! how exalted | 

ow honour'd when they (hal not a- 
Jone fee Chrift, but they thal live with. 
him!Not alone,behold him in aIhcone 

at the right-hand of the maieſty on 
high,bue they ſhal be ſeated in I nrones 
with him ! Rejoyce O ſouls in the me-. 
ditation of this, let the conſideration 
hereof be ſweet and pleaſant to you, 

16i ſum- for you fhal be ever with Chriſt the 
—_— Lord; with Chrilt the glorious ; there 
R 54 ſecurg {hal you. be ſafe, there (hal you bave 
rranguilis delighe, there ſhal you have bappines 
tz, tran- and that eternal happincs and cverlaſt- 
quilta J- 5ng bl:fi:gnes, all good, all the excel- 


eunditas, : c , : 
Jucunda lent enjoyments of heaven ſhal be end 


Jelicitas, 
felix e- ſareendlefieyfriendihip endlefle : and as 
"_ > endlefle, fo pure withouc mixture;there 
erna 
beatitas. - , 
Gaudinm (enes be joy without, ſgrrow, healtti 
erit ſme Withoutgrief,life without labour. lighe 
triſtitia, without darknege, continual freſh and 
quod con- floyrithing love,abonindingjoy,mourn= 


rinet Qter- >. k es. 
ram [eti- ws {hal not bc there, either thal there 


tier, (als evit fine dolore," vita fine labore lux fine tenebris, 


amcr nunqugn; tepeſcet; gaydinm naunguam decreſcet 3 ge- 
mitus ron audietar, neqz dolor ſentietvr, triſte nihil videbiturs 
letitia ſemper habebitzr, (4c. 


leſfe, light endlcfſe, joy endleſle, plea-. 


(bal in Chriſts Armes, in Chriſts pre- 


be . 


q 


— 


a 
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be ay grief, ſorrow. or ſadnes or any 
ſuch thing. I deſire to ſpeak more 
clearely of theſe things but I cannot 
utter them as they deferve, you thar 
have had any refreſbing from Chrift 
-here, can beſt judge .and diſcerne what 


.Þ ic is to poſſefſe him wholly, and live 
s _ With him altogether. 


4. Chriftians, in glory you fhal 
have much happines arife to you from 


* the ſweet communion and blefled fe]- 


Towſhip you ſhal have with Saints, you 
know ſome Saints now and you take 
Come delight in their company, you are 
glad when you can meet with them to 
converſe and talke with them, and to 
Joyne in ordinances, your joy in theſe 
things ſhal be muck-niore abundant, 
for you fhal know all the bleffed Saints 
in glory : they that were taken up thi- 
ther before you, and they that ſhal 


come thither after you, ſhal be known 


of you, and yon known of them. All 
Saints ſhal be known of every particu- 
lar Saint, and every particular Saint 
ſhal be known of all, in celo nullus erit a= 
lienus, there ſhal beno ſtranger in hea- 
ven,a Saint there ſhal have as much ac- 


quaintance as all the Saints in glory 


5 may 
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may afford, & as many friends as there 
are Saints. You that now defire com- 
munion with holy fouls, ſbal bave your 
fill of familarity ; you that joy to ſce 
and meet with Saints now, ſhal have 
your joy increas'd. Chriſtians on earth: 
complain of the firangnes of other 
Chriſtians, but in heaven there ſhal be 
no cauſe of ſuch complaints: as we ſhal 
be joyned one to another, and all to 

X-mo ib; the Lord,fo ſhal we love one another in 

ladiinr, the Lord. In glory none hal hurt other, 

rraſcitur none hal envy other, none {hal defire 

nemo, in others good : for every one (hal have c- 


= ney nough, even his fil of good ; and hal 
ditas nulla TEJOYCe tO fee one another happy:conſt- 
exardeſcit der I pray what love to Saints now; 


Ge. what delight in their company; what 


refreſhment to ſee the faces of Saints; 


and enjoy the fellowſhip of ſanQilied 
{bules, if it be right, it truely ſpiritual, 
and what it ſhould'be. It wil heareafter 
ſatisfie. you to the fal when you fat 
have the perte&t knowledge of al Saints. 
| Let this comfort you againſt worldly 
mens {iightings,yea and good mens ſhi- 
neſs; as for worldlings {lightings care 
not, they are {ach that {tal be ſhut ouc 
from the preſence of God and fellow- 


ſhip | 
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ſhip of Saints. And for any Saints ſhi= 
nels be not grieved,it wil not long con- 
tinue : in heaven there is no ſuch thing 
there all Saincs ſhal be kind each to 0- 
ther, ſhal Know each other perfe&ly, 
and love each other {incerely and truly. 
Happy are they that have ſame begin- 
ings of ſanQifed love and communion 
with the holy and beloved ones of Jeſus 
Chriſt now; it ſhal encreafe and be more 
abundant, as they growe up in Jelus, 


. | . Rejoyce in this Chriſtians,ygu ſhal ſe, 


know, have fellowſhip,dwel with for e- 

ver, all bleſſed Saints, ſuch as, 4brabam, Mar. 8. rt 

Fſaac, Farob, Noab, David, Daniel, Paul, 

Sarah, Rebeccah, the Virgin Mary 8&c. 

yoy ſhal know their perſons, names, 

natures, Excellencies, delight in them, 

and they in you. I ſhal ſpeak no more 

of this UCſe. U/e. 3. 
Thirdly, Iet me give out ſomewhat $; in bas 

by way of reproofe to ſuch men, that vita non 

thinke they ſhal goe to heaven, and &* <7 


: li- 
hope they ſha! dwel in glory hereafcer, ntyodpar 


yet deſpiſe nothing more then what is ;jum, 
heavenly, and what tends to help them nunquam 
thicher; Jer ſuch be afſured that they plenum 


TT perciptes 
that have not ſome caſte and relliſh of Sd 


mentum- 


heavenly things now, and delight in 
G 3 them 
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them wil never have their fal ſotiety in 
glory. Doe you thinke to goe to hea- 


ven that now hate holines, and ſpeak . 


evil of the wayes of the Lord? Thar ab- 
horre Saints, as bad as the ſight of 
Toads, what wil you doe in heaven? 
you cannot abide praiſes & hallelujahs 
and the glorious exerciſes of Saint 

you cannot *etidure the fellowſhip © 

oly men and women, you abhor them 
now, yet they are not ſo phre as = 
{hal bez and then doubtleſs you wil 
toath them more. Do not ſome of you 
abhorre being in places and amongſt 
people where Godlines is in exercife?do 
you not delight co be where you may 
drink and 1wel, ſing and roare, card 
and dice, hiant and hawk, mock and 
jeere, fcoffe and deride goodnes and 
good-men? nay if it were.in your poly- 
er, would you not kil & lay the Saints? 
do you not defie their waies, courſes, 
2nd behaviour, yea and that becauſe ho= 
ly, pare, ſincere, upright anduch as are 


. 


becoming the Goſpel of rhe blefſe4God? 


Conſider, I pray, your ſelves whether 
you are not ſuch that God himſe]f re- 


_ proves, for hating inſtru&ion ani caſt- . 
$5917+ Ing his holy and heavenly councel be- 


hind 
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hind your backs, and for letring your 


month be open to ſpeak evil, yea and 
that againſt the righteons ? Do you 
thinke that God wil ſer ſuch wich him- 
ſelf in glory hereafter, that now caft a- 
frde his councel, that wil not be intrru- 
&ed by him 2 honour ſuch with his 
Saints that now deipiſe them?place ſuch 
inthe kingdome of glory thac now ab- 
tor the heirs of glory? No, no, he hath 
a place for ſuch naaghty wretches to 
put them by themfelves, they ſhal be 
turned into hel; there the being o 


Pſal. 59.17 


e F.ternis 
addi 


wicked men hal be ; Thinke of this j,,;;.;;,, 


yoa Satnrt- haters,yon Sermon-deſpilers, 
you wicked mockers and coffers at 
Soodneffe, you that are the wretches 
prophefied of, that ſhould be broughe 
forth and cotne into the world in the 
Hatter daies. that ſhould appearunholy, 


and thar fhonle be haters of fuch as are a Tim. 3. 


good; Whar is it that ſome of you 
would do to the confcionable imbra- 
cers of holineſs,were they:in your pow- 
er? would you not impriſon them , 
famiſh them , ſlay them , fhew much 
cruelty to them? and would you noc 
pluck down the pure preaching of Jeſus 
Chrift, and obftruk the perfeCt and up- 

G 4 righc 
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right walking of Saints ? are not your 


hearts now againſt ſuch men, and ſach _ 


doings? and do you not wiſh your 
hands at liberty to aft ſome enterpriſes 
againſt what is holy & good?againlt that 
which you cal Se&ts and Fa@ions, and 


againſt ſuch as you ſay bring all out of 


order,that turn the world upſide down? 
I know not your thoughts within, you 
are privy to what dwels in your own 
breaſt. Pay! was once as yiolent again 
goodnefſe and goodmen as any of you, 
and doubtlefſe had he been then asked, 
what Saul doſt thou think wil become 
of thy ſoul? doſt thou think chou ſhalr 
0 to heaven.? that thou ſhalt dwell 
with the ever-living God? wich holy 
Angels and bleſſed Saints?he would have 
{aid he hoped he ſhould go to heayen as 
foon any man living; but had the Lord 
Jet him go on in his way, & not ſhewed 
him mercy,what had he come of his ſoul? 
Let this be difgeſted in, your ſouls : ww 
know that glory and eternal happineſs 
is provided for ſuch that are waſhed, for 
ſuch that are ſanRified,for ſuch that are 
zaltified in the name of theLordJeſus,& 
by the ſpirit of our God: and ſuch mult 
Jou be, if ever brought to keaven. You 

| are 


© 505 ot —_ 


| are by nature vile,filthy and naked; you Nyg 
da erat 


muſt be clothed a ; 
| $ 54 : 
robes of ri ht (rad INtS, with the ſponſa, nec 
of ſal 4 S eV neſſe and garments poterat ad 
a "orange if brought into the Palace regale c2- 
on ory, the dweling of the great ed leſtis regni 
here he ſits on his Throne and all hi pin 
bleſſed Saints about him. I hav his otagin 
comfort yer of ſuch that are e ; Song pare, 
God and whe nemies to {0e 1ndure 
the what is good, That it is in © ut 
power of the Lord for to chan; ments ſa- 

» be can inſtruft them torepen- lutis of 
manatr call themto holineſſe and + ag 

—_— them tohimſelt : bur ſhould cum erat 
w_ ; Lany chus work upon you that ſponſe ge- 
the lik ps Pa ny perlecutors and jj; __ 
e, you ſhall not inherit th 4 pav' 
dome of God naherit the King- Jed ipſe it- 

5od,but you would b | _ 

. | 5e caſt q- ud per a- 
per eo utter darknefſe into unſpeak- cerbiiſt- 
Dev: orments,to be tormented wich the mam paſ- 
RR and his Angels, into ſuch arg 
p ace of ſuffering, where you ſhould eget 

' Cit 
nn CG mercy, no g00d, no comfort Cant.$. 21k 

 eaſe,no friend, no pirty: Miſerable, £"",, #t 
miſerab] 3 pitt iſerablc 7201 
ble © beyond eXxpreſſ1on, Be" iis preſentia 

8 all they be intorments for ever an 
.. rover rormene the boly. ones of ers 
brit by mhete > roar members of ewes bon, 

: eir evill ipeakings and evi 
þ | gs and ev1] 
doings : ſuch ſhall 'be puniſncd with < 
verlaſting 
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#Theſ.1:9 yerlafting deftruftion, and be deprived 
of all mercy and comfort ; I ſpeak not 
\ thele things to crouble you, bur in pic- 
ty to admonith you ,and my prayer ſhall 
be cher the Lion may lie down with | 
the Lambe, that from Comings in of | 
truth into your ſoulez, you may be Fl 
; overcome of trath, and ſo ſubmit to 
it, that you may {weecly accord and | 
| . friendly agree with the children of 
| truth, and all that ih truth profeſſe 
crutch; That you may fpeak and a& 
the ſame things, and that there may be 
| no diviſions amongſt you : as you hope 
| to dwell with the Prince of peace, and 
with the Saints of peace,now live peace- 
ably; follow afcerpeace, and what may 
maketor quietnelſe in the waies ofGod. 
| Seeing you are apt to ſay, you have 
8 hopes to be ſaved; do like them that 
{hal be ſaved : harme not,bur help fach 
that are beloved of him that maſt ſave #@® 
y ou ifever ſaved; Conſider of what hath | 
| been ſaid & theſ.ord five you aright un- 
derſtanding of al things,that may make 
yu holy,gentle,courteour, peaceable,in 
life; and alſo honourable, vlefſed ghappy 
; and glorions for ever. | 
Ve. 4+ The life of Saints upon eatth is a 
rare 


RT 
_—_— 


—I—rnn—— nc 


EE er 
_ I I IE AN At a, + watts nts — a 


(91) 


rare life, an excellent, -holy, and hea- 
yenly being, a being that cends to the 
glory, honour and praiſe of God,to the 
exalting of his great mercy and good- 
nes,and declaring his name and power: 

*tis a life wherejn men that arc holy,la- 
bour to improve themſelves with af 
that is theirs in a way of duty to be 
ſerviceable to the God of holines; As 
they have beginnings of the life of glory 
in the kingdome of grace, fo according 
to what is begun and the gift given do 
they att, here in grace ſutable co what 
is done inglory. They are not perfect 
here, they have their failings, yet by 
the comings in of God they ſtrive to be 
like God, and according to the gifts of 
the Spirit, are they ſpiritual exercis'd; 


O_ 


they are ſpiritual in their prayers; ſpi- 


ritual in their preaching ; ſpiritual in 


their heacing , ſpiritual in their con- 


verſation; ltriving to walke after the 
Spirit, endeavouring to pive up their 
all, to Chriſt that is al ind in all, All 
their wiſedome, all their might , al 
their ſtrength, al! their endowments, aff 
their places, ell of ſoulc, al of body, all 
of liberty, riches, honour, in a word, 


al. Chritlt hath done ſo much for them 


that 
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that they thinke, they can never do e- 
nough for him, they think, they can 
never praiſe him enough, nor extol 
hi-2 as they ought, nor give the honour 


thic is due to. him. They are alwaies 


comolaining of deadnes, and darknes, 
and weaknes, and inability to behold, 


ro 3d::31re, to commend, to advance the 


ſ{wc-c:acs, goodnes, mercy and comforts 


tac Chriſt gives ouc to them: they are 
Jonging for more abilities to ſerve the 
Lord Teſus.Faine wonld they do,as they 
in glory co. and they wait daily, earn- 
ealtly exipcing to be brought to glory 
thac they may c<njoy that in fulnes 
which here they have in part, and that 
fulnes being injoy'd, employ it to the 


honour and praife of the giver. Soules, 


they are not common men that live the 
life of Saints,neither is their lifea com- 
mon life, Saints are jewels, jewels are 
excellent things : there is that in a jew- 
el that is not in ordinary and common 
ſtones : jewels have an excellency in 
them, ſo have Saints ; and this excel- 
ency is uſetul,to Chriſt, and what Chriſt 
adviſerh. The Excellency in Saints 1s 
oven into them trom Chriſt, and as is 
comes from Chritt, it is altogether for 

returning 
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feturning to Chriſt. Chriſt in giving 
ont his Excellency to Saints, doth open 
his heaet to Saints and doth alſo opeti 
Saints hearts. The one is opened for 
goodnes to goe forth, the other for 


 goodnes to come in ; and goodnes bes 


ing receiv'd in, wil not lie ſtil - ic wil 
ſet ſuch that have it upon employments 
ſutable to the wil of Chriſt, as by recei- 
ving what isChriſts:%is in ſome meaſure 
changd into the likenes of Chriſt:by re- 
ceiving Chriſts love, the hearts of ſuch 
receivers are chang'd into the nature of 
Chriſts heart, and ſo become heavenly, 
heavenly within, and being heavenly 
wichin,it wil be heavenly without: The 
fruit like the ſeed, Saints like Chriſt, 

Excellent things are ſpoken ofSaints in 
glory, ſo of Saints oh earth. The be- 
haviour of Saints in glory is very com- 
mendable. They enjoy perfeftion, and 
from that perfe&ion at; The amia- 
bleneſſe and admirablenes of Gods pre- 
ſence, drawes our all the abilities of 
Saints when in heaven to a&tanſwera- 

ble unto the Lawes nearenes, and dear- 

nefſe- of ſuch a relation as is betweene 

God and them- So here on earth ſach 


for 
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for God ſo immediately and fully, yet 
it is their dcfire to cloſe with God, and 
to give out themſelves co Gad ; and to 


do good ta all ;. Excellent things are 


| fpoken of the City. of God, of the holy 
# 7 harry of the Lambes wite, of ſhee 
| that is a dreſſing, a making ready for 


now,but ſhe ſhal appear more beaucitul, 


| thee isfaire and pleaſant, and now the. 
I 6 delight of Chriſt, his love, his dove, his 


Th undefiled; ſhee ſhal be the (ame in hea- 
| l ven, onely this more perfe&. Chriſts 
"i ſpouſe, his Siſter, his dove, is but one, 
['[f ſhee that is his on carth, ſhal be his in 
lh flory, ſhee that is his faire one here, 
ſhal be his glorious one above, that now 

is his boſome friend,({bal be his T hrone- 

Throni ſui companion. The d:ſires ( 1 know ) of 


| | Foros: all you that are Godly, that are fone 
Ll. of Chriſts holy ones, { ſpeake exprri- 
i ence) is,that your ſweet Saviour would 

naw raiſe all your deſires to him, faſten 


the.powers of your ſouls up on high to 


| '$ haldech you down, knit you to bin 
with 


It | X 

; | carry themſelves in-offenfively in the 
world, and as much as in them lies to 

' 


to be joyn'd to Chriſt. Shee is beautiful. 
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all your thoughts upon him, draw all, 


him, free you from every weight that - 
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ig les / Tas a _— 


(95) 


with a knot of love, - that ſo your joy it 
the injoyment of him might be abun« 
dant,your fellawſhip with Saints (weer, 
your dayly walking heavenly, giving 
occaſions to all that are Godly to mag- 
nifie God on your behalt ; Look coir 
Souls, you are in ſome mealure glori- 
ous now, if you are ſuch that ſhal ap- 


pear with Chriſt in glory hereafter . 


That glory is ſparkI'd in now,which ſhak 
ſbine in clearly and apparently : you 


| have now ſome beams, ſhortly the ful 


light of the clear and glorious Sun him- 
ſelf, For the ever-blefſed and glorious 
God wil let in fuch a light, ſuch aclear 
light, ſuch a great light, and withal 
give ſuch a great ſtrength of light unto 
Saints, that they ſhal be wholly. light, 
and in them shal be no darknely at all. 
Beloved, I now commend you to God, 
that can make you children of Light, 
and enable you as children of Light to 
walk in Light, to the praiſe of his great 
name, and to the refreshing of the bow- 
els of Gods people, to the rejoycing of 
all that Gelight in goodnefſe. Chriſts 
Saints areall rare'pieces, God grant all 
theſc pieces may he (er in order, fitly u- 
niced together, then wil glory appear, 
eK=- 
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exceeding glory, tranſcendent, glory; 
olory in the Church, glory on earch 
like that glory that is amongſt the 
Saints that are T riumphant in heaven; 
I shal fay no more ot that Dodtrine : 
I shal yet give out ſomewhat from the 
Text that may be further uſeful co your 
| fouls, and it is this. | 
PW. Dot? There are ſome precious ſouls in the 
q | He world, in this finful world, in this 
wicked, vile, ignorant and naughty 


1 Joh. 5. bears ſuch ſway, who is the Prince of 

| 19. the world, a cheif one in it ſo farre as it 
| Joe 2. js a ſinful world and inhabited with 
— . Foug iinful men, The Devil hath many, nay 
| 2 Cor. 4.4. the greateſt part ; yer God hath ſome, a 
| Ifa.5.14 remnant, here and there one, alittle 
| Mat 7.13. flock, 4 few thatare undehled and that 
25 OE- are lovely before him, that have kept 
| ' Luke r2, fheir garments clcane, that are un- 
32. blameable, & unreprovable before him, 
Rev.3-44 they have overcome the world, being 
FEES: borne, not of blond, nor of the wil of 
1 pe the fleſh, nor of the wil of man, but of 
| God.Every age(though ic hath brought 
forth never ſo many weeds, though ic 
| hath abounded in traſh yet ) bath 
| breugh forth ſome precious flowers; 
| tome 


} 
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fome jewels have been found amongſt 

the rubbiſh, In the firſt degenerate ape, 

there was anAbel,after that aSeth and to 

him was borne Enos; at which time men 

began to cal upon the name of theLord, &<2-4-25 
After thatEnoch that walked with God, 
one that was the Phenix of thar ape, 
one that was tranſlated out of his own 
being,into a being in God,one that loft 
nothing, by loling what was his own 
by noture and according to the fleſh. Af- 
ter this God lefr not himſelf without 
teſtimony z Though the wickedneſle of 
man was great in the earth and the Ge, «. y 
whole earth was corrupt beforeGod,yer 

then appeared Noab a juſt man and per- 
fect in his generations , and one that Gen. 6. 9. 
walked with God,on that gave up him- 
{elfe to God, to be at his diref&tion and 


Gen'5. 24 


at his ſervice to do what was agreeable 


to the wil of the Lord. And as the world 


was repleniſhed, and grew on, though 


there were many wicked men and much 
wickedneſle in the world,yet ſome God 
had that were good, though very ob- 
Cure and hardly to be perceiv'd in thoſe 
darke times. Ar length appear'd 4bra- 
ham, after him Fſaac and acob with o= 


' ther worthics, and when Eijah come 
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plaines of the worlds emptines in re= 
ſpe& of good men, and thar he alone 
was lefc, yet Godtels him he had fe- 
ven thouſand in Iſrael! that had not 
bowed the knee to Baal. I confeſle 'its a 
very few conſidering how many thou- 
ſands were in Iſrael, yet you ſee there 
were ſome though hid and conceal'd in 
thoſe cloudy daies of Idolatry and ſu- 
t King. perſtition. -God may let mag, follow 
is 19 12: their owne pernicious waies, and there 
y-1 may be a great forſaking of goodnes, | 
| yet ſome ſhal cleave to truth, thoughit | © 


—— — - ———o— 
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| | 1fa.6.13. Pay be but a few, a tenth. There may ' "4 
F- | be many weeds in a garden, yet fome: cr! 
| 200d herb may be found ; abundance of | ed 

| rrees in a feild, yet ſome corne; a world |," ©Xc 

; of carth,yet ſome vains of precious oare; In 7 
a great deale of clay, of durt and ſtones, on 
tn 


ye: ſome pearles and precious jewels F . 
are now and then found. God hath ex- | 7788 
cellent material, here and there, he wil 
= bring chem rogether, and of them 
1 make a famous ftruture; build his * 
= =  Cþurch, whoſe foundations ſhal be Jaid Fe al 

| path ay with ſaphires, whoſe windowes [hal be 
E * made cf agates, and pates of carbuncles 
| | & al her borders of pleaſant ftoner;This | wa 


bk 1 . Cdaies » 
E-1 points out the excellency of Saints, and ; e835 
= alſo ® lon 


F = NN 
allo whatacomly thing it is to ſee them 
joyn'd together in a right order, by 
the wiſdome of God. God hath a ho- 
Iy City to build, which is admirably 
deſcrib'd Revelations, 21. My brethren 

:I need not tel you how Satan the world 

*fleſh, and many enemies, have labour'd 
to root out in all ages thoſe that clear- 
Iy and readily appear'd for God, yer 
God hath preferv'd ſome to ſhine as 
lights, and to hold out his name, and 
enemies could never fo prevaile as to 

-raze out all the Saints nor to take away 

truch whollyzbut ſtil the Lord continu- 

ed ſome precious ones, ſome holy and 

, excellent ſoules to ſhine out as lights 

in adarke place ; a ſeed was left,though 

covercd with clods, that the Lord hath 
nouriſhed, and which through his bleſſ- 
ings hath ſprung up, and brought forth 

. fruit, fothat ſome peccious ſouls have 


1 ' ' il appear'd: We have ſeen bad times; 


and bad times are, and *s likly wil be, 
yet all you that have any knowledge in 
rhe things of Chriſt, cannot bur ſay 


bl3 qgaiesz and ſome precions ones ſhal be 


as Iongas the Sun and Moon endureth 
2 AL 
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as long as there are any people in the 
world there ſhal be ſome good: you that 
live now meet with (ome precious fouls 
up and downe, hereand there : you or 
they that (hal live hereafter wil ftinde 
that God hath a ſprinkling ſome,a few : 
1 ſhal ſpeak to what is preſent, to what 
is in hand,there are ſome precious ſouls 
in the world. 

There are ſome in the world that are 
likeChriſft,they have ſuchalife,ſuch gra- 
ces, ſuch excellency, there life is Chritt 
within, 'ics Chriſt living in them,their 
wiſedome is Chriſt, their righteouſnes 
Chriſt, their juſtification, ſan&ifcation 
is Chrilt ; Chriſt to (ſuch is all. Belie- 
vers arc tranſJatedinto-Chriſt, they are 
one with Chriſt, they are nothing in 
themſelves, ſelfe is paſt away,they have 
a new ſelte, Chriſt is their ſelfe, they 
have an intire being in Chriſt, yea God 
himſelfe is within ſuch, and from union 
with God is there likenes to God, and 
their preciouſnes is from enjoying God. 
God makes thar precious that is preci- 
ous; precious ſouls are Gods work- 
manſhip. Look upon Saints after the 
fleſh, and in outward appearances, you 
eannot it may be ſay they are ſo preci- 
ous, 
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ons, but conſider them as in Chriſ? and 
Chriſt in them. Look upon Chrift a- 


lone in them ; and boubtles Chriſt wil 
in them be precious ; maiy ſee not this 


Magna 


excellency in Saints becauſe*cis hidden. quidem in 


Chriſt in them is hidden from many 


Eccleſia 


3 Dei excel- 


but where Chrift appeares, the ſouls of lenia: ſet 


ſuch according to what of Chriſt is ſeer, ea non ſuns 
omnibus 
9bv1de 


Reaf. 2. 


appear precious. 

There are ſome that are lov'd as 
Chriſt, lov'd with the ſame love, the 
ſame pure, free, intire love that Chriſt 
hath, given out from the Father, they 
have given out to them, running into 
chem, (ſhining upon them,theſe ace pre- 
cious. Love is that which doth beauritie 
ſoules, ſouls are faire as lov'd, excellent 
as lov'd, glorious as lov'd. There is ex- 
ceeding bravery and beauty in a ſoule 
that hath much of love; what made 
Chriſt ſo priz'd ſo highly eſteem'd, the 
chiefeft of Tenthouland ; but the a- 
bundance of heavenly love that was in 
him: the more there is of heavenly love 
the more cellent. 'Tis not Noblenes 
of birth, beauty of face, greatnes of 
parts, much Jearning that makes mien 
precious, but *tis being borne of God, 


enducd with ak Wi. of ſpiritu- 
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| Fanti* all things and what is heavenly that 
| Sviſqneeſt makes one precious. As one ſaith of 
| ny the 'worth of a man, he is ſo'much 
| || _Dewm, Worth,as he is worth in Gods account; 
[WH {ol may ſay he is ſofar precious as par- 
taking in love, as enjoying that which 
ERE the world doth not. A precious ſtone 
| i al is a toneithat hath a vertue & excellen- 
| cy Which the common ordinary ſtones 
HEEL ; have not : ſoris with precious, rare,ex- 
i L-1 | cellent ſoules, they have ſomewhat 
dl ji themen of the world have nor,& that is 
Et ner love, the fame love that is given out to 
; i | Chriſt. The worth of this love none 
| knowes but they that enjoy it. | 
{ | There are ſome in whom the Lord 

| dwels, ſome in this word that are his 


| || lent ones. Gods dwelling place , the 
| | dwelling of his-glory is a precious 
| 
| 


| place : they are precious ſoules, ſoules 
| bravely adorned, ſoules excellencly 
| || crim'd that 'are the court of the great 
| || God. Princes houſes are richly farniſh= 
| i ed: (o are theſoules of Siints, Gods 
| | houſes. There are ſome thar put out all 
their might, ſtrength,power-abjlities,ad= 
vantages for Chrifts cauſe, for what con. 
ccrnes him, and what is iis. Theſe are 
precious 
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precious ſouls, Paul was a predious ſoul 
& it appear'd in his appearing ſo much 
for Chrift,that he was not deter'd by la- 
bours, ſtripes, impriſonments 3 tedious 2 Cor. 11 
ſournes, perils of waters, perils of rob- 
ber:,perils by his own countrymen,perils 

by ſtrangers, perils in the city, perils 

in the wilderneſſe,perils in the ſea,perils 
amongſt falſe brethren, wearineiſe, 
painfulneſſe, mach watchings, bunger, 

thirſt, faſting, cold, nakedneſled ; all 

could not flop, this chmapion of truth ; Nom: #: 
Let death lite, Angels, principalities, drain , 
powers, height, depth, any thing op- tur, 
poſe : he for Chriſt, in the ſtrength of terrena, 
'Chritt durſt ſtand againſt all. So alfo the <#leſtia, 
curch of Jeruſalem, giving anſwer to A in 
the people and church of Antioch con- _ 


. caleſtia 
cerning what had been propoſed unto gnnja mi - 


"them, tes them in their letters that 6i/ parva, 
they had ſent it by men that had ha- @& 779 nihi- 
 zarded their lives for the name of the 9,547 


Lord Jeſus Chrift.Such as theſe are pre- of ; _ 


cious men, fouls worthy the name of 


Chriſtians: becanfe valiant for Chriti. I 


have read of one Romanys that was 
nobly born, yet fo reiolute and ftont 
was he for Chriſt, that ſafferings could 
not frigfit him, nor diſmay him, when 


H 4. his 
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Chriftum 
diligit, ſe- 
#ſum odit. 


See Bur- 
roughs in 
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his perſecutors whipt him with a whip 
made of cords that had leads faſtned 
at the ends ſo that with whipping his 
fleſh was torne, yea and ſo much torne 
that his very bowells were ſeen, yer 
he cryed.,qut to his tormentors;that he 
deſired not to be ſpar'd, neither did he 
wiſh his cormentors to give over, he 
was wiling to ſuffer to the utmoſt in 
the cauſe and for the eruth of Chriſt, Ir 
is reported - of one Sames a noble man, 
who had and maintained a thou- 
{and ſervants of his own yet was depri- 
ved of al his eſtate by the King of Perſra, 
and was compelled to ſerve one of the 
moſt abje& and baſe of his own fſer- 
vants to whom the King of Perſea gave 
the-ſaid noblemans wite, that by this 
meanes he might cauſe him to deny the 
faith. But he not at all moyed kept his 
faith,ſtuck cloſe to Chriſt willingly did 
he undergo all this wrong and indig- 
nity for Chrift. Many ſuch precious 
ſoules have been in the world, many 
there are, and if perſecution ſhould 
ariſe even to death, it would be ſeen 
that there are Gallant-ſpirited men 
now that would fuffer any torments 
rather then forſake the LorF# Jeſus, 


They _ 
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They would not harken to what fleſh 
and bloud ſhould ſay,but to what the 


ſpirit ſhould ſay ,and they would lirive Chridif 
againſt what is evill in themſelves, and cjpu!ys 

ſearch what the wil of the Lord is and proprie v0- 
' obeythat.”Tisthe part of a good ſteward /#ntati 7e- 


that is intruſted with much of his ma- 
ſtersſubſtancezto laie out al for his maſter 


when his maſter requires it: the beſt of juntatem 
us all are but Stewards and wh at /ſequi defi 


we have of life, parts, beautie, riches, 
honour, libertie, any thing, 'tis Jenc 
us of God ; if God cal for it, we onght 
to give it al) up for his ſervice and ho- 
nour, You that have truth of grace wil 
be ready ſo to do, ſaying, Lord all I 
have I received from thee, it came of 
thee; lo here Iam ready to returne all 
to thee.My deare friends,confider what 
you do now for Chriit, what hearr 
you have to what is good now, what 
delight in Chriſfts ſervices now : you are 
likelieſt to hold our in ſuffering; thar 
are diligent in the bulinefle of the 
Lord, and in the work of your God 
now. Some men thinke they can ſuf- 


.ter for Chriſt, yet n©% they have no 
' heart ro the preſent 1crvice of Chriſt, 


which God cals unto,they are __ 
| an 
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and looſe in preſent duties 3 Suerely 
ſuch ſoules who faile thus in preſent 
ſervice and duty, are not like to hold 
out in ſuffering times whatſoever 
they may ſay; He that in ſummer and 
fair weather is a {lothfull, carelefle, idle 
ſervant ; is nor likely co be a diligent 
laborious paines-taker in the cold, 
pinching, wet, ſtormy time of winter. 
They that are bred up in labour are beſt 
1 Tim.4.7 able to endure it. Chriſtians, excercile 
Non oci2 your (elves unto Godlinefſe ; do what 
_ God now ſets before you;doit faithfuly, 
1+; do it with your might; you wil che 
by eonni- better endure harder bulinefſe if your 
tendum. God cal you to it. They are men en- 
dued with a precious blefling, that uſe 
theiral to the glory of God, that letnor 
a hough be idle or unſerviceable. 
Real There are ſome that are clenſed and. 
”* I* made free from all anrighrteouſnes and 
Pla2cr.; uncleannes,that have no wickednes im- 
 puted unto them : theſe are bleſſed 
 Toules; theſeare precious fouls ; Chriſt 
paid a ful price for their deliverance 
from ſin, making peace through. the 
bloud of thecrofle : they are by Chriſt 
brought home to Chriſt, their life is 
kid with Chriſt in God, they are raiſ'd 
up 
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4 > up with Chriſt,and made to fit together 
in heavenly places in Chrift Jeſas, even 
already. Indeed in themſelves there ig 
a body of luſt, corruption and fin ; 
and there is a law revealing fin, accu- 
ſing and condemning 3 ſo as it belecvers 
live onely by ſenſe, reaſon and experi- 
ence of themſelves, and as they liveto 
men, they live both under the power 
'” and feeling of fin and the Law ; but if 
| they liveby faith in Chriſt, beleeving 
' Inthe life, righteouſneſle, obedience, 

fatisfation and glory of Chriſt, they” 

live out of the power of all condemna- 

tion, and unrighteouſneſſe. This is a 

precious lite,and they are pretious ſouls 
| that live this life of faith, that have all 

their aſſurance, confidence, comforts, 
'- flowing into them through a channel 


” _ 


nd ' of faith, believing themſelves happy 
nd .. -. for what another, even Chrift, hath 
m- done for them, and not what they have 
Ted done or can do for themſelves. In brief 
rift 'they are precious, for take them as in 
nce : Chriſt, as juſtified, they are as pare in 
the " theſight of God as the righteouſneſs of 
rift | Chriſt can make them.becauſe God ſees 
e 18 his onely in Chriſt, not in themſelves, 


fd he loves them not in the glory and cx- 
up _ | | ccllen= 
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cellencie of Chriſt ; thele appear glori- 
ous to God and in his fight,becaule they 
have pat on Chriſt that is glorious. 
There are as many precious ſouls now, 
as there are ſouls cloath'd with the 
righteouſnefle of Chriſt: they that were 
precious formerly, and could fay, As 
be is, fo are we in this world 5 they were 
ſuch by having Chriſt, by being perfect 
in his perfe&tion, they were choſen iu 
Chrift, lov'd in Chritft ; they thar are 
in Chriſt are precious now, and may 
ſay, As be, ſo are we in this world, All 
believers are very like one anotner, and 
alſo like Chriſt. 

There are ſome that are the Siſter, 
Spouſe, Wife of Chriſt, that have ra- 
viſhed his heart, that he rejoyceth over, 
as the Bridegroom over his Bride; theſe 
doubrlefſe are precious. A precious 
Chriſt, wil have a precious Conlort : 
He is an excellent one, and wil have his 
Vife, his Love, his other-ſelf.to be pre- 
cious alſo : Chriſt glorjous, his Spouſe 
glorious ; Chriſt beautiful , his Love 
beautiful ; they are alike; Bridegroom 
andBride alike; theirtrimming is of ane 
_ and faſhion, the righteouſneſle of 

od. 
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It may be a word of comfort and con- Uſe 1, 


ſolation ro ſuch that live in places 
where they can find no good people, 
nonethar they can takecomfort in,none 
that are lovers of truth, none that de- 
Tight in the things of Chriſt.” Tis lad to 
Saiats ſpirits to live in ſuch places, tis 
irkeſome to a man as a man to live in 
a place where he can have no ſociety,no 
companyzgfellowſhip with none:ſo with 
Saincs to live where they can have none 
to confer with, none to diſcourſe with- 
al, none to joyn with them in prayer 
and faſting, and holy communion : To 
ſuch ler me ſpeak, it may be you can 
tind none for fociety,none that are gra- 
cious; yet be aflared God hath ſome. 
When the Prophet cried out he was 
alone, and that he could ſee none bur 
Idolaters, none but what went on in 
wickednefle; yet God ſaw ſome that 
were free, ſome that were haters and 
loathers of Baal, that had never bowed 
the Knee to him. The Lord hath here 8: 
there ſome, that are precious ſouls - 
Ee not diſheartned chriftians,be not dil- 
mai'd, there are I acknowledge many 
briars and thornes, yet there are ſome 
Lillies; many weeds, yet fome (though 
but a few) precious flowers; you my 
tin 
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find none in great houſes, there may be 
ſome in cottages, none in (ilken gar- 
ments, there may be ſome in rags, none 
on the high places of the earth. yerthere 
may be ſome in the vallies; *Tis indeed 
athing to be bewail'd,that there ſhould 
be ſuch multitudes of men and women, 
in the world, and ſo few of them good, 
ſo few gracious. *Tis ſad to ſee a throng 


in the way to hel, men —_y for- 


wards to deſtru&tion and to everlaſting 
perdition, and to ſee but now and then 
one going towards glory, towards c- 
verlaiting ſalvation. Wickednef7e hath 
many that owne It, and wic«:d waies 
are ful of footſteps 3 bur for goodneſle 
"tis not look'd upon, nor the waies of 
goodneſſe traveP'd in : holineſle is be- 
come like a poor man, none cares for 
being of his kindred or acquaintancc; 
but wickedneſic like the great men of 
the world have many followers. This 


is a trouble to Saints to behold, yer as 


there may be byaTraveller ſomeEngliſh- 
men found in a remote country, trough 
but a very few in compariſon of the 
Natives : ſo ſome heavenly ſouls, ſome 
new-born chriſtians here in the world ; 
though but a few in reſpe& of what are 
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are earthly and born onely after the 


fleſh. As a man may rejoyce much in 
finding one piece of gold, or ſome one 
pretious ſtone : ſo it you find but ſome 
one that is Godly, yet be comforted in 
hopes that thexe are more, though you 
for preſent know them not. And reſt 
aſſured that there are precioos Saints in 
this age in the world, as wel as in for- 
mer ages, and that you thal meet them 
all in glory. 

It may give you ſome hint who they 
are, that are ſuch precious ſouls, ſuch 
rare Creatures, ſuch jewels; ſouls like 
Chriſt ;- holy as Chritt is holy, pure as 
Chriſt is pure, that are excellent here 
upon earth , that are Kings and raigne 
in life by one, even Jeſus Chriſt, 

1. They are ſuch that enjoy a Chritſt 
within, that have Chriſt himſelf dwel- 
ing in them, many dwel where Chriſt 
dwelleth, and fo content themſelves, 
never conſidering whether Chriſt dwel 
in them, we have nothing nor are worth 
nothing if Chriſt benot in us ; all that 
a man hath periſh and faile, and come 
to nothing if he hath not Chrift. * Tis 
Chritt that is the ſouls all, heis the 
onely good, and the onely laſting gas 

an 
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and ſuch ſoules may be faid to have 
{ome thing that have him,yea al things; 
but they that enjoy him not, have no-, 
ching,they have no oyle in their lamps : 
and being ſo, wil be ſhut out and nor 
enter with the bridegroome into joy. 
But now all are re avy to ſay they have 
Chriſt in them : have you ſo? examine 
your ſouls ; are they delighted with 
Chriſt? is Chriſt that which delighes 
you?doth Chriſt give peace? doth Chriſt 
drawe your hearts heaven-wardg?lovers 
whoſe hearts are delighted with one 
they love,how are they drawn towards 
{ich places where they may enjoy their 
love. Love is a loaditone drawing fouls 
to Chriſt. We cannot forbeare,we can - 
not abſtaine from longing to be in 
more ful enjoyments of Chriſt if fo be 
that Chriſt be in us. Chriſt is the grear, 
the infinic good that is given out to 
mcn:they rejoyce intinicly that bave this 
infinit good, their portion ; they that 
have Chriſt have him chat is good be- 
yond compare, and this is he that 
makes {ouls precious. There arc as many 
precious fouls in this congregation as 
there be ſoules enjoying Chrift. And 
there are ſo many enjoyers of _ as 
there 
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there are lovers of Chriſt, that love 
him as their owne ſouls, as their owrne 
tives nay much better then either. There 
are many that ta[ke of Ioving Chriſt 
but their love to Chriſt is but ſich as the 
hoſts to his gueſt, he is bid welcome 
more for his money ſake, then for any 
defire of conimunion,and fellowſhip. If 
they may gain by Chriſt they wil waice 
on him, it not they wil be ſtrange to 
him ; you that talke of loving Chriſt, 
what doe you know- of Chriſt ? love 
riſeth from knowledge, what have you 
ſeene of him ? have you ſeene his beau- 
ty, ſfeenhis glory, ſeen his comlines? 
He is altogeather lovely ; have you ſeen 
this lovelines? have you taſted of his 
love? love is mighty in its operation 
love, the love of Chriſt coniing in, Rirs Socrates 
the ſgul wonderfully , it rouſeth itputat ani- 
up , It ſets it a worke for Chriſt. 1791 im- 
Love produceth ation, it ſets men up- __ | 
on difficulties, and makes them g0 = & Ny 
through hard{hips: doth Chrifts love pergiſci a- 
do fo with you, try, you may know mrs fti- 
If you deal faithfully in this thing ; yoh 7% &c. 
know who dwels in your houſe, much | 
more in your hearts, you know why 


Ex aſpeFu 
naſcitur 
amor. 


you 
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you do, that you do for Chriſt,and that - 
| from the life of Chriſt :. Paul was pre- 
cious in his a&ings and precious in him- 
ſelf, and all was by Chriſt that liv'd in 
him; as many of you, as have receiv'd 
Chriſt, are happy 3 Conſider wel of ic, 
whatſoever you are outwardly in appeas 
rance in forme, in poſleſſtons,in friends, 
8c. Iſpeak not of, "tis nothing; you 


are precious if you have Chriſt within, t 

[1 precious children, precious ſouls, pre- S 
Li 1- cious Saints, all of you precious, all of | fe 
8 |} | you jewels that have Chriſt. | | th 
Hy 2. They that are precious are ſuch gO 
j ; whoſe iniquitics are hid and whoſe lins x v7 
{ [| are done away,ſuch in whom the Lord : = 
 ; ſees no guile, ſuch that are holy, ſuch ; *ci 


| | » that are nouriſhed and carried in the - L they 
1 boſome of che mercy and goodnefſe of * thei, 
| | | ' ſane 
| | God. F 

| Obj. But is not every ſoul a ſinner? _Uc: 
| do not all complain of their corrup- 7h Ch 
uy tions, weakneſſes, failings ercors, &c? **© lin 
| Anſ. A Chriftian man is both righ- Fo the 


of his natural coruption may doe ſach "mPueat 


thi d forbids, and 75 of 
ings as the word of God forbids, pm Wniſk ta, 
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< Facob, Rebeccah,Sara,Moſes, Fob, David, Hee 
$3 zekiab. Al! good and godly ſouls take 
2 them as Saints, and walking afcer the 
Ng Spirit,yet take them as in the body; and 
Fee. ſometimes they did not alone doe good 
of | things unperfe&tly, and leave ſome 
* goodthings undone, but alſo do ſome 
uch | evil ations, which were direCtly repug- | 
1103 ? nant to therule of Gods law, and to 5*< Rom. 
,ord * their own renewed minde; thus may 7 © 
(uch & they be lil ſinners unholy in reſpe& of 
N _ | their failings, weekueths, imperfe&t 
fſe ol | ſanctification, or ſan&ification in part, 
; buttakethemas juſtified, believers and 
aner © in Chriſt they are righteous, holy, juſt : 
rrup” theſin which they {lip into is not laid 
, &c? ro their charge, but is done away for 
rig” Chrifſts ſake in whom . they believe , 
ofane, whoſe righteouſneſle is their righteouſ- 
ild O® neffe, and their fin, Chrifts fin ; His by ©! C77 
e force jr " 2 . # ſtus fuit 
Imputation, who is moſt juſt and inno- PECCaror » 
oe fUcD cnt of himſclf, yet was the curſe and j1a nos ju} 
63 gr »Wnitk:ggent jmpoſed upon Chriſt, to ſumys, 
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as he himſelf as ſpiritual abhorres. Pa] 
himſelfe did many things which were 
repugnant to the law of God; there- 
fore he had cauſe to ſay, he was not al- 
ready perfe&. Scriptures are not alto- 
gether filent as concerning Abraham, 


Phil.3.12, 


I 2 whom 
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whome fin was imputed, that all 'be- 
lievers may be reputed before God, by 
vertue of Chriſts righteouſneſſe, holy 
and perfe& as righteouſneſle it ſelfe. 
Thus you ſee how ſouls may be ſaid to 
be ſinners ; take them as in themſelves 
and in the fleſh, folinners; take them as 
reconcil'd to Geod, as having Chriſts 
righteouſncile imputed to them, and 
beheld of God in that, ſo without fin, 
without guile, no ſinners, but holy 
pure, undefiled, beloved of God, dleſſed 
Saints, 

3. They are precious ſouls,precious 
in this.filthy, ungodly, finful, wicked 
world, that from grace coming in a& 
in wayes of grace and holines without, 
that let the inhabirants of the world be 
wicked, follow their Prince the Devil, 
yet they wil walke in holines, follow- 
ing the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Prince of 
peace, and King of righteonſnelle. God 
in all ages hath ſome to witneſle to his 
glorious truths, ſo in this age; ſome 
that are taught of the Spirit, led of the 
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Spirit, that minde the things of the . 


gpirit, that have the Sprric of God 


welling in them, and by the power of . 


that Spirit in- dwelling doe mortifie the 
ceeds 
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1 | 
be- } deeds of the body,and are raiſed up, and 
by quickned by theSpirit ofGod within,to- 
oly i walkein righteouſneſs 8#true holines, 
elfe. |) toſerve God and own'his cauſe, though 


dro {| the world with them thac dwel therein 
; oppole;they are excellenc ſouls chat ap- 
mas ' pearfor God in bad times, in the worſt 
{ of times, yea when *cis not alone 2 
| hazarding their names to diſgrace and 
fin, | ſhame, but their bodies to be torne in 
holy ©} pleces, to be burntito aſhes. You that, 


eſſed # are acquainted with ſcripture and hi- 
7 ſtory may ce every age, every yearc 
jous j bring forth ſome ſuch gallant ſpirits, 


cked | that wereready to lay down their lives 
na& / -to undergoe any cruel, vile, ſhameful 
10ut, | death for the name of Chriſt , and the 
1d be | teſtimony of Jeſus. 
Jevil, . 4+ They areprecious, for they that 
low- are faithful and choſen, thay are ſuch 
1ce of as Chriſt is, continue good, let all 
God the world be bad. A precious ſoule is an 
ro his © excellent Theophilus, and wil appeare fo, 
ſome let others be never ſo bad, let them be 
of the <nemics to God, tighters againſt God. 
}f the . | Timesarebad now.and like fora while 
* God | £0 be worſe, yet there are pretious Chri- 
ver of ; ftans: ſo ſome there wil be as long as 
fiethe the world continues. that ſhal ſhine ouc 
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Phil. 2. Is as lights in the world, that wil be 
| | without rebuke in the mid(t ofa crook+« 
FH ed and perverſs nation, that wil run 
BER right on towards glory, let whoſe wil 
run crofſe, that wil keep their gar- 

| ments white, though others be ſoyl'd. 

| I commend ſuch to you ſouls, for pre- 
cious Chriſtians, for precious Saints, 

that abſtaine from all appearance of e- 

vil,that in heart and ſoul and life, clear 
181 | to and follow after what is good. = 
Uſe 3. Love thoſe preciqus fouls that ' © 
. Chriſt 'efteemes precious, nay that < 

Chrift hath made precious, that are be= C 

w 

n 


- 
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| fore Gcd precious, that are the dearely 
| {| b:lov'd of his ſoul, that are honourable 
81 ones, that are borne of the wil of God, ai 
Yi! that are attended on by Angels, thatare - p! 
Lf 1 for a ſhort time plac'd in the world . dt 
WIS! and ſhal ere long be received into glory; | ti 
bi Jet your delight be plac'd on thoſe ex- fr 
fl cellent ones, Tet your eyes be on them - ye 

j that Gods cyes are on, your heart to- 4 
| 30 i wards thoſe thatGods heart is towards: w 

fl good children are apt to reſpe&t thoſe M 
wh | they ſee their parents love; if you be . m 
0 IHR trac children, rightly deſcended of the Ti 
witl Royal line of heaven, you wil eye the fr 

itt outgoings of your fathers love, __ as $7 
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Bees ſettle where the Queen ſettles, fo 
wil you where God; upon what famil 

or foul the Lord hangs his love, you wil 
hang your:s where God delights to be, 
you wit delighe to be all fo. Confiderl 


| pray who you love, what fort of peo- 


ple it is yott molt affe&t, whether it be 

carnal, worldly, unregenerate men, or 

holy heavenly, regenerate Saints. 
Doyou now defire to know Gods jew- 


_ els, tobe able to diſcern of thele preci» 


ous ones,to [ay ſuch are Gods children, 
ſach are the friends of Chriſt, like 
Chriſt? you muſt have the life. ſpirit, 
wiſdome, knowledge of Chriſt , you 


- muſt be taught of God, to know who 
 areGods, like God. Paul perſecuted the 
- precious Saints of Chriſt, and was a 


deadly foe and enetny to them, til ſuch 


' time as he was endued with wiſdome 


from on high, til God ſhone upon him, 
oy into him; and then knowing Saints 

e aſfociated himſelf with them, and 
was no longer hurtful but helpful. 
Many a ſoul is a {ore and grievous ene- 
my to the people of God; I amper- 
ſwaded much of their enmity ariſeth 


| from this, becauſe they know not 


Saints, they are ignorant what glori- 
L 4 ous 
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ops ones they are, in what a high eſteem 


they are with God, how God wil pu- 


niſh them that wrong them. Ignorance 
of Saints makes them lighted, reviled, 
defam'd, accounted as the'filth of the 
world, and the _off-ſcouring of all 
things.Tis want of knowing the worth 
of a Jewel that makes it nat prized; ſo 


of a Saint, that is a member of Chriſt, 


a child of God. The God of wiſdome 
give you wiſdome to know ſuch that 
are holy, that are Princes of the bloud- 
Royal of heaven, and to give them ſuch 
reſpe& that is due, and reverence as be- 
longs to them. This none can do but 
ſuch as have the ſpirit, this you wil do 
it the Lord give out the ſpirit of truth 
ro gnide you in all truth : if heavenly 
light ſhine into you, that light ſbining 
in, wil diſcover and manifeſt to you the 
children of light, and whoſoever you 
can find walking heaven-ward, you wil 
be glad of their company. Ignorance 
had a hand in killing Chriſt, and it 
hath ſome hand in all the wrong Is 
done to Saints; the Lord free you all 
from it, leaſt ye ſhould through igno- 
rance harme the darlings of God, and 
bring ſwift damnation on On. 
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God hath grievous threatnings in Scri- 
pture againſt Saint-wrongers, and there 
are recorded ſome heavy puniſhments 
that have been infli&:d on them thar 
harme the righteous; God keep you 
from the fin, and (o from the ſuffering. 
I mighe ad how heneficial *cis for you 
to know who are Saints,and how much 
for your ſouls advantage to be acquain= 
ted with them, but I omit it. 

| Happy are you that zre of the number 


of. theſe jewels of God, of theſe preci- V/e 5. ' 


out ones. I do not know what your 
condition is in reſpe& of outward 
things, and creature-enjoyments; bac I 
can ſafely {ay you are a happy people, if 
precious, if ſuch as Chriſt, you ſhal all 
be laid upin glory ſhortly. God wil 
not loſe one of his jewels for a world: 
Heaven and earth ſhal perith, but no 
Saint, never a precious ſoul, not a 
jewel that belongs to the crown Royal 
of glory. Theſe rare ſouls, theſe fouls 
to whom Angels do ſervice, that are 
carried in the armes, in the boſome, in 
the heart ofGod,thar are tingular ſonls, 
choſen out from among thouſands by 


_ royal favour, ſ@ch in whom the eye of 


God can ſee nothing amifſe, no di fe, 
no 


_ 
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noex ceſſe, no preſence of ſinne, no ab- 
{-nce of grace, Oh precious ſouls ! 
Thelc (hal be preſerv'd,Chriſt hath been 
ar mach coſt abour ſuch ſouls, at more 
coſt then about any thing, at more coſt 
then about all the world beſides : he 
made the world and loft never a drop of 
bloud, ir cau(l'd him never a groane, buc 
to make ſouls{ſuch as they ought to be) 
holy ; iccolt him many aſad ſuffering, 
he ſpent his heart bloud in the work ; 
he took a great deal of paines to perfect 
them, happy you that are the work- 
manſhip of Chriſt, his workmanſhip as 
a Redeemer; that have your ſouls fa- 
ſbioned by him to be like himſelf, but 
are made new creatures, holy ſouls, 
bleſſed Saints. | 

6. Chriſtians, you that heare me, 
confider part of your duty asChriſtians, 
as men of God, as Saints; you ſhoald 
labour for a Spirit of diſcerning, to be 
able tojudge between men and men, to 
know the holy and profane afunder, . | 

to know a Saint _ Devil, a graci- 
ous ſoule and acarnal wretch, a jewel 
irom a common ſtone,a true Diamond 
from a counterfeit. Bod Jaid this as a 
neceſlary thing to be ated by Feremiab, 
co 


£123) 
to know, yea to ſeparate the precious 
and the vile aſunder; the not doing, 


9 


this was charg'd as a ſin upon the 


lated my law, and have profaned mine 
holy things ; they have put no differ- 
ence between the holy and profane, 
neither have they ſhewed difference be- 
tween the unclean and the clean ; this 
may be laid at the doores of the mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel alſo, that put no dif- 
ference between, ſheep and goats, lambs 
and wolves,Saints and finners: are they 
pariſhioners , let them be drunkards, 
ſwearers, gameſiers, whoremaſters, all 
are admitted to the Sacrament, never 
conſidering whether the word warrants 
it and whether within the liſt of Chriſt: 
*tis enough their houſes ſtand, within 
ſuch a bundary of ground. Looketo it 
you that muſt give account to God,take 
heed what you doe, how you cf Pearls 
before {wine, give the childrens bread to 
dogs, admir them to your Maſters table 
that are not of his family ; it concerns 
you much all of you that are Godly to 
know men rightly,that ſo you may not 
aſſociate your ſelves with the enemies 
of God, but with the Saints of God,not 


Joyne 
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Prieſts in Ezekiel. Her Prieſts have vio- £22: 


2 6, 


_- 


Jayne your ſelves with the aſſembly of 
mockers,but with ſuch that praiſe God; 


not go in company with ſuch that are 


Traitors to the heavenlyKing,but with 
his obedient ſubje&s; not frequent the 
ſociety of enemies of truth, but with 
the friends of truth; skil is required 
in all worke, eſpecially in Goſpel 
work. 'Tis needful for men to know 
the imiſtery of their trade, ro know 
what ware is good, what bad ; fo is 1c 
needfal to b: ſuch experienc'dChriſtians 


as to know what is for the good of 


our {ouls,what for their hart, to know 
their friends and faes aſunder. We (irive 
to know good money and bad aſunder, 
a true jewel from a counterfeit, gold 
from droffe ; why then ſhould we not 
ſtrive to know precious ſouls from fin- 
ful wrecches, lillies from thornes, 
hearbs from weeds; Chriſtians *tis your 
duty to looke to what may tend to the 
welfare of your ſouls; let it appeare in 
this that you are careful by having no 


fellowſhip with the workers of ini- 


qiity, but as much as may be with the 
precious ſons of Zion, with ſuch that 
are precious Saints. I might ſpeake 
more of this Uſe, ſhewing how yau 
ought to labour for a ſpirit able to dil- 
cern 
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cern between tares and wheat, betweeti 


' thechildren of Chriit and the children 


of Satan, between them that feare God, 
and them that feare him not ; and all 


this, 
God, 
In ceſpeft of 4 Good mens | 
. Your ſelves. 


| God puide you into all knowledge 
by that ſpirit that ſearcheth all things, 
and is able to reveale all things. 

| I have now but one Dofrine more 
to preſent to you, and I have finiſhed 
what I thal at this time ſpeak from the 
Text in hand, it is this, 


Ler the places arid times be neyer {6 Do. 


bad, yet they that are Chriſts are like 
Chriſt; whereſoevers truly gracious, 
Saints ſhal come, what times ſoever 
they may meet withal, whatſoever ſhal 
befal chem , yet they looſe not their 
vertue, they are Saints ftill. take a 
jewel, weare it upon your finger or in 
your boſome, *cis a"Jewel, lay it up in 
a box it remaines a jewel , let it 1je 
in the duſ{*cis a jewel, nay if it ſhould 
be caſt 0 the dunghil it would be a 

- jewel 
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ewel there, thogh covered with ne- 

is ver ſo much filth; So may I fayofa 
whereinChriſtian,ablefledSaint,one that 

the Image of Chriti: A little cabler 

Chriſt is drawn, if itbe ſet on high, 

"tis 4 Saint there, if impriſon'd a Sainr, 

if caſt out as the offcouring of al things, 

Non abjj- 18 as vertuous then as at any time, *tis 
the ſamefor vertue,for worth, for exce]- 


cit am- 
num. Alency when tis aba{'d,as when it was ex- 
altcd, it looſeth nothing by evill times, 
| by ſufferings or diſgraces, or any thing 
On ce- befalls it. Glod wil bc gold in the fire, 
1. in drofle, amongſt counters. Paul is 
ARs 14, Pail,when atLyfrathey would have ho- 


noured him as one of their Gods ; he is 
che ſame when in priſon,theſame in his 
bands and fetters-as when free and at 
libertie, the ſame before the Magiiltrates 
as with mean mey in every place gra=- 
cious and ſtriving to magnitie the Lord. 
Damel is as holy, as excellent in the 
court as in the Lions den, and in the 
Lions den, as in the court. Mordecay 
Is not altered within, thongh his habic 
be changed without; he had the ſame 
grace within when he walkeaa foot 
and was cloth'd in ſackcloth as when 
he rode upon the Kings hor __ 
wit 
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| with Royall apparell, and the Crown 


Royall on his head, and had his enemy 
that wicked Haman his herauld. The 
three children were the ſame in the 
furnace as when they were over the 


_ :affaires of Batylon : Moſes in the court, 
| :and Fetbrosflheapheard ;' when he was 
' reverenc'd as Pharaobs Grandchild, and 


when he was Zetbros ſonne in law, was 


 faichful, though inwardly chang'd, 


yet not aptwardly ; he was the ſame 
Saint in the ficld and in the court. The 


time would faile me to bring out what 
'might be ſhewne unto you from the 
word of truth in the Scriptures, and 


allo from many unqueſtionable Hiſto- 
ries, concerning ſouls that have mani- 
feſted their lincerity in all conditions, 
both in exaltation and in abaſement, in 
honour and diſhonour, in good report 
and bad report, when they have flour- 
iſhed in the world, arid when they have 
been at the place of execution, fire and 
taggat hath not diſmaied them, the fire 
hath conſumed the drofſe, the fleſh ; 
not the pure-part,the ſoul: Chriſt was 


- Chriſt in them, both in life and dezth, 


There are ſome trees are greene all the 


2 year, In (umnier and winter,in heat and 


cold 


<= — _— 
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- Chrift;. 


| cold in froſt and inow,ſfo ſome ſouls al- 
Kon ti- waies like Chriit. Let the times be what 
ys " 9g they wil, ler the face of the world alter 
Tila. yet they change nor, let the world be 
res, in turned upſide down yet they ſtand upon 
& cendia their legs, they are right let all the 
-774m world be wrong, they like Noabs arke 
po micrnd float upon the waters let all be under 
netarum Water; Let there be croubles below in 


configura- the world, here on earth, they care ,. 


20nes, O& not: Let there be terrible apparations 
_ ob above and ſtarry meſſingers portending, 
tium ob lad events, they are not afraid of ſuch 
ſcurati- evil ridings, they have a reſting place 
ones, quia 1n Chrift, Chriſt is to them for ſafty; 
Juper nd for preſervation, every way ra defence 
—_ . © anda comforter; they change not, they 
Chriſto in alter not, Let the ſhip turne which way 
7ecum- .it Wil the needle of the compalſse wil 
bunt, 'in ſtand North, let the world turne abour 


Kg 9 U- never ſo much they ftand direttly ro- 


Nom 44. wards Chriſt, and look heaven-ward : 
firahitur. When other trees are without leaves and 
blanditiis fruit they have bath 3 when others ; 
ſeculi, quia coole, they continue hot; when others 


andit in 


furvio rem {parkes goe out, their light ſhines. 


yocem, When the hypocrifie of others $0 their 
ſbame is manifeſted, and they peril : 


The fincerity of the Saints appears, and | 


they 
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they flouriſh, Chriſfts people have 2 
marke by which they are known, let 
them be never fo much diſguiCd, and 
miſ-nam'd by the world, Chriſt was 
God when the world abul'd him,though 
the world knew it not; Saints are like 
Chriſt, though under great ſufferings, 
A3 he us, ſo arethey in _- world. R 
Chriſt is unchangable, 1o are Saints | 
Chriſt is the ſame = day and for ever, "A 
ſo axe Saints, fo far as Saints, enjoying 
Chriſt. Their light, life, holinefle, &c, 
in reſpe& of Chriſt the root continues, 
other mens light ſhal go out, but the 
light of Saints ſhal never go out, it 
{hal ſhine more and more unto the per- 
fect day. The light in them is everlaſt- 
ing, *cis Chriſt in them, they {hal ever 
live, becauſe Chriſt their life (hal live 
for ever in them. Nothing is able to 
deprive them of Chriſt, and therefore 
not of life; Chriſt is in chriſtians, Sin, 
law, wicked men, Devils, all che prin- 
cipalitics, powers of darknefle, fpiricual 
wickednefies that are in high places can- 
nut pluck him out, nor deſtroy the ha- 
Hitation of Chriſt. Now Chriſt makes 
his dwelling like himſelf, every foul is 


holy like Chrifſt,in whom Chriſt dwels. 
o {er 


Real, 2» 


(130) 

Let ir-be whereſoever Chriſt pleaſeth, ic 
wil be holy, holy in proſperity, holy 
in 2dverſity, holy in a Palace, holy in 
a Priſon, holy every where, take ic ac- 
cording to the ſpirit, and as it hath 
Chriſt within- 

Becauſe they that are Chriſts have 
another ſelf in them, their old (elf fs 
done away, they have anew fclf, a ſpi- 
ritual (elf, that is God himſelf in Jeſus 
Chriſt : there is a diſcov.ry and remo- 
ving of the rottenneſle of old ſelf, and 
another ſelf is rendred, yea reveal'd, 
given in to fouls, which is God him- 
felf, and he is-the Saints riphteouſneſſe, 
they are poſſeſs'd of God,and have God 
dwelling in them. Now I pray is not 
God the {ame in all places? and wil not 
God who is the life and righteouſneſſe 
of Saints make them appear the ſame, 
ict them live in times and places that 


. are never foffubjett to change? This is 


| God ſhould become the life and righte- 


F eaſe 3. 


that which is worthy admiration, that 


outneſſe of ſuch creatures as men are ; 
and men by this means ſhould be ſuch 
excellent creatures, that their excellen- 

cy cannot be done away. 
Becauſe times of ſuffering, times of 
tribu- 
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tribulations, times of perfecutions are gy, 7, ;4 


to them but as purging times, clenling 
times, waſhing times. The body may be 
purg'd, yet continue a body ſtil;the man 
may haye an il humour remoy'd,yet re- 
maine a mari. A houſe may be cleus'd 
yet be a houſe, clothes may be waſh'd, 
the filth taken away, and the clothes be 
clothes ; gold may be caſt into the fire, 

the'drofſe conſunrd;yer the gold be ne- 

ver the worſe, ſo Saints may be Saints, 
and like Chriſt, though they ſuffer ma- 
ny tribiilations. Chriſt in troubles ap- 


prares tothem, and from that appear- tentatio. 


ance that they have of him, they appear 
his.Saints glory is hidden,ic this follows 
not that therefore they bave no glory. 
We muſt not fay, there is no Sunne be- 
cauſe the clouds hide it from our fight. 
They that have Chriſt have glory, and 
they doe and ſhal appeare glorious. 
Clouds, viz. afflitions, perſecutions, 
and tribulacions ſhal fly away,and then 
{hal theic glory more clearly appear. 
Now there is much of Chriſt appears in 
Saints in a low condition in the world, 
as longſuffering, patience, ſtrength to 
undergo trials and the like. Times may 
4 little change ſomewhar of the buthide 
= Wy of 
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of a Saint, but it cannot take away the 
ſubſtance of a Saint. 

Let what hath been ſaid be ground 
for reproof to ſuch thac are apt to 
blame times and places for making 
them bad, &c. O ſay they we had noc 
b:en ſo bad, we had not run inco this 
evil, nor into that, had we not liv'd 
in ſuch a wicked place, had we not been 
acquainted with ſuch vile company, it 
was ſuch and ſuch that were the occaſi- 
ons of our running into that bad courſe 
of life, of our taking ſuch headlong 
waies, and leaping into ſuch a gulte of 
miſchief, We will not much queſtion 
ſuch complaints,whether juſt or unjulr, 
I confefſe *cis dangeraus living in bad 
places, and in being familiar with 
naughty people, much miſchief may 
they occaſion to ſouls, yet it makes not 
people blamelefle co ly the fault upon 
the times or places they have to doin, 
this frees not from Gods diſpleaſure. 
Adam laid the blame on his Wife, ſhee 
on the Serpent, yet this freed neither 
trom ſuffering. A Thief that hath ſtolen 
may plead his poverty, and ſay he was 
in need, yet may he be puniſhed and 


tuffer whas by law is tobe inflited ug=- [| 


ON 
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on one guilty of ſuch a crime : So an 
unclean perſon may ſay,had hz not been 
guilty of folly had he not been entic'd 
and ſolliciced. We might ſpeak in infi- 
nitum in this caſe, and after this man- 
ner, and yet wil not the offendor be 
found innocent . It were more juſt for 
faulty perſons to lay the blame on 
their own corruptions, and evil hearts; 
for times and places would not make 
them bad, were not they bad. Foſepb 
had a faire bait caſt before him, yet not 
taken, Much grace may preferve men 
from evil in the worſt times and places. 
Caſt gold into mud, yet wil it keep its 
colour and worth ; fo a jewel in a coal- 
heap, yet wil it retain its vertue. A 
Saint wil be a Saint let him be amongſt 
Devils. Gods people ought to keep a 
daily watch over themſelves, eſpecially 
when in bad company, and as much as 
poſſibly they may refraine from their 
loſciety, becaufe many a good ſoul hath 
been ſpotted amongſt fuch. I need nor 
bid wiſe men beware of houſes infe&ed 
wich the plague, nor good men of fin- 
ful places,they know as the one is dan- 
gerous to the body, fo the other to the 
ſoul. Remember, it acquits notfinners to 
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ſay that 4dam finn'd, and had not he 
fallen they had not been thus tainted, 
nor ſo prone to evil ; grace is offerd by, 
Chrift, and they that wil be ſav'd, muſt 
by faith lay hold on his righteouſneſlc; 
itnoc, they wil be inexcuſable atche 
laſt day, and periſh Eternally. 

1. *Tis not enough for men to lay 
that they are fleſh, and that the fleth 
luſteth, & draweth to evil,and over ma- 
fiers them. Now wil that which the De- 
yil prompteth into men ( help them 
when they muſt give up their accompt 
to God) that 'cis with them as with 
Paul, it is no more we thar do it, but 
{i:n that dwelleth in ug,or as it fe] out of 
David or Lot, &c? firſt to Anſwer that 
of Paul, confider who he was, and of 
what f1ones he-ſpake. Pau! was a holy 
and a Godly man, a choſen veſſel of 
God, can you fay you areſo? can you 
fay Chriſt is reveald ip you? thaty oa 
encounter all temptations to the ut- 
moſt of yourſpiritual abilities ? beſides 

'tis ſhameful to bring (ucha ſpeech from 
. Scripture to patronize a courſe of wick- 
. ednes, which is us'd by the Apoltlecon- 
ceraing ſome ſecret andprivie infirmi- 
ties. Do not deceive your ſelves; God. is 
not 
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not mocked, Take heed of uſing Scri- 
pture as a tumbling-block, and ler not 
that which was left ſor the good of 
Saints haſten your damnation. 

2. As to theſfins of David and Ls1, I 
ſhal not ſpeake much now, you may by 
them ſee how apt the beſt are to faJ,and 
ſo to take heed : do not any of you caſt 
your ſelves into the Sea, becauſe Fonab 
was not drown'd. By them may com» 
fort be ſpoken to Saints, it God ſhould 
Jet them be ſo farre fool'd by Satan as 
ro fal into ſuch faults. Much more 
might be ſaid as concerning t hem,but 
] forbeare z the Lord in mercy hold up 
our goings that our footiteps flip 
not, 

2. *Tis notfafe turning our iniqui- 


' ties to the times, and to the places 
| Where we live, and the wickednefle of 

men with whom we converſe, this wil 
not make a paſſage to glory. The worſe 


the times and places are,the more care=- 
ful ought we to be;the more cheats are 
abroad, the more ſhould we look to our 
purſes. If the aire be generally infe&ed, 
hal we not need to be ſo much the more 
thisful of uſing preſervatives ? But of 


care already. 
RK 4. 2. There 
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3.There are fome that accuſe their cal- 
lings for what they do amiſs: they cannot 
reade and pray becauſe of their callings, 


and their callings make them breake 


the Sabbath. Pray lay not the blame up- 
on what deſerves it not, your callings, 
it honeſt, were never ordain'd for youth 
ſoules- hurt, but for their good: fuch 
that complaine of their callings, yer 
can find time from their callings to eat 
and drink and ſleep, viſit friends, and 
follow recreations and the like, that 
concernes their bodies, 

4. Some accule their poverty, ſfaying, 
we have not time to ſerve God ; all we 
can dois to provide for our families, 
know this to be Godly helps towards 
thy family proviſion: So they cannot 
ſhew themſelves charitable they have 
not wherewithal. Can you not remem- 
ber the widdows two mites, & how ac- 
cepted ? Belides thele, ſome lay the 
farlces upon their occalions, upon the 
objeAs they meet withal, upon Satan, 
upon fortune, any where rathe: then 
on themſelves to be hambled ; Let this 
reprove you ; fin no more, leaſt God 
coniume you ; for were you good, no=- 
thing ſhould draw you to wickednes ; 

y Ol 
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you would ſay to all temptations, how 
ſhquld I do this or that and finagainſt 
my God? | | . 
Would you know Chriſts people?they Vie 2. 
are ſuch that in bad times are good, that 
owne truth when they muſt ſuffer for 
irgthat ace willing to dieclaſping truth 
in their Armes,or rather they claip'd in 
truths Armes; that let multicudes meer 
them going to ht), they wil thorow the 
throng to heaven ; let wind and tide be 


againſt chem, they wil forwards ; thar 


are diſmaid with no frownes, nor 
daunted with no ſufferings. That are 

no milkſops of fearefulnes, but Cham- 0porter 
pions of courage, that wil not defert aut ma- 
Chriſts cauſe, but mantully fight the 77cm 
good fight of faith, yeadie in the battel |. 
r ather then yield; for ſo it becomes trae,,. 
Chriſtians, to conquer or die, to gO Laceds- 
trough in what they have a warrant mon? hoc 
from Chrift to undertake, orelſe for oe ig 
Chrifts ſake and cauſe to lay down their },,” _ 


lives. *Tis reported of the Lacedemonians, aut yis- 


_ that when they went to wage war, and res redi. 


joyn'd battel with any, they did it with 7 4o- 


- . X mumn au; 
this reſolution, thar they would go, :. dan 


home conquerours, or die conquer'd. ,,,,.. 


All crae,and gallant-ſpirice.| Chritiians yer, 
arc 


Ponsaters 
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are of (uch a ſpiric ja whatſoever they 
undertake forChriſt,being cal'd to ic by 
Chciſt,they know there is no flying away 
without everlaſting ſhame. To deſert 
Chriſts cauſe, is an endangering of the 
ſuul to be delerte d of Chrilt. Beſides to 
fly from Chriſt is to go from him that 
bath al ſafecy,from him that is ſtrength, 
from him thac the Plalmiſt ſpeaks high- 
ly of, yet not as he deſerves ; the words 
are theſe, My goodnes,and my fortreſs, 
my high tower, and my deliverer, my 
{lield, and he in whom I cruſt. Here 
are expreliions holding out Chriſt,ac- 
cording to what the ſoul could, an as 
we are capable of hearing, and under- 
ſtanding. *'Tis to ſhew thatGod is all 
in all co Saints, he gives in comfort, he 
guards and proteHs from dangers : this 
is enough to make any man valiant, to 
have divine power encouraging him, 
divine power comforting,divine power 
guarding, divine power at all times and 
upon occalions to help; how can ſuch 
ſouls be conquer'd ? *T1s impoſſible;for 
he that is ſo divinely accommodated 
1s ready to venture all hehath in the 
cauſe of Chriit. A Chriftian endued 
with divine power, is ready and _ 
allo 
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alſo to live and die with an Almighty 
Saviour; Chriſt co him is enough,Chriſft 
alone is all, he lookes ſtil on Chriſt, 
and obſerves him, what Chrilt 
{ayes, he ſayes; what Chriſt does, he 
does; let all the world take what courſe 
they pleaſe, do what they wil, negleCt 
Chriit, go contrary to Chriſt, perſecute 
Chriſt, yet ſtil the Saint that hath 


,, God for his ſtrength,God for his ſhield, 


WT i et Wh ee, 


God for his inſtrucer,ſhrinks not, is rot 
diſheartned : but holds on his way for 
truth, in deſpite of al that oppoſe truth, 
and though never fo much llighted of 
truths'foes,it cares not, "tis ſatisfaRtion 
and encouragment enough to hit thar, 
truth defendeth, favours him. Chriſt 
- hath all his affeQion, and he hath from 
Chriſt all power to do what Chriſt cals 
him to, & through Chriſt that ſtrength 
ens him he can do all things. By the 
power and ſtrengh of Chriſt,he is carci- 
ed up on high, above ſenſe, above rea- 
ſon, above the world : he is raiſed a- 
bove feares, above frownes, his ſoul like 


 Fehoſaphats is lifted up in the wayes of , <q, 


God. Chrift puts in a holy magnani- 


mity, inſomuch that in Chriſts cauſe 
it feares neither fire nor ſword, croſs 
« nor 
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nor loſs, breaking of bones, tearing 


of members, men or Devils, ſo it may | 


be one with Chriſt. In a word a ſoul 
that is traly Chriſts, borne of him, liv- 
ing to him i3 one, whom neither poverty 
nor death, nor bonds, nor any outward 
Evils can terrifte. Oh! ſouls you that 
this day heare me, what wil you do in 
bad daies? what in perſecuting dates? in 
the daies that fiery trials come ? wil you 
then owne truth ? wil loveto Chrilt 
make you cleave to Chriſt? ſuffer tor 
Chriſt? die for Chriit? if it doth, then 
may It be faid, that you are Chriſis , 
and that you are no changeliags ; bur 
true bred ſpirits, children of God in 
bad places and times like Chriſt- The 
Lord grant that though friends faile, 
riches faile, times alter, peace ſhould 
be remov'd, yet your faith miay not 
faile;but chat you may be baptiz'd with 
the baptiſme wherewith Chriſt was bap- 
tizd, though a bloudy baptiſme, and 
ſo being like Chriſt in life and death, 
you may be like him in glory. 

Were I in a more publique place, I 
might ſpeak a word to the Parlia ment, 
the great counſel of the Kingdom ; ex- 
horting them & praying them to have a 
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care of ſuch that are godly, of ſuch that 


are like Chr f,to deal vel with them, 


to preſerve them, & make proviiton tor 
them ; for they {hal be ſure of the help 
of them, whilſt they ftick to Chriſt, 
the Saints wil Rick ro them. We have 
ſeen a miſerable defeion by abundance 
of men, 1will nor fay all, but doubt- 
Ieffe moſt have fallen off, becauſe they 


were not like Chriſt, and did not cleave 


to Chriſt. I ſhal forbear ſpeaking in 
this place what I might, were the audi- 
tory ſutable ; Good men are too much 
lighted many times, and bad men over 
much favoured, God hath in a great 
meaſure caſt them out with ſhame, that 


Equidcm 
Fehova 


were not friends to his precious Saints, contempurn 
but rather to the adverſaries. I traſt efudit in 
God wil give the Parliament a heart to #71ncpes- 


caſt their etes upon, ( and have reſpe&t' 


of ) ſuch that are the called, the faith- 
ful and choſen of Chrif- Whoſoever 
deſerts ths Parliament, the Saings will 
never,unlefle they forſake Chriſt, wbich 
God forbid. If che Parliament ſhould be 
in ſtraits, Saints wil go in with them, it 
they ſhould be oppol'd, Saints wil help 
them, with body, ſoul, eſtate; their 
purſe, prayers, ſtrength ſhall help ; It 
they 


CRE. - 
they ſhould meet with bad times the 
Saints would ftand with them in the 
{torme. I tear, it the Parliament ſhould 
have the need of any hereafter, they wil 
finde tew cloſing faithfully with them, 
but what are the faithfully of Chriſt. 
Methinks I hear a ſecret mutter= 
ing amongſt many, that! are ready 
co lay, if troubles come,the Parliament 
wil have but few to take their parts, few 


- that wil joyn with them; to ſuch whiſ- 


Tachr2.3 


perings | ſhal give aloud anſwer: if the 
Parliament follow Chriit and take his 
parc ( as I truſt they wil ) they ſhal be 
ſure of the Saints, all Chrifts friends, 
and have they theſe, I beleeve they need 
not care who is againit them, or what 
oppolition they meet  withal, no 
though all the people of the earth be 
gathered together againſt them. Ler 
the Parliament ſet up Chriſt and favour 
thoſe are Chrifte;and then it all the Na- 
tions of the world were gathered toge- 
ther againſt th:m, they nred not fear; 
for Chriſt would help them and take 
part with them ; and ithe be of their 
{ide they need not fear what mincan 


do unto them: for Chriſt wil make 


their enemies fall before them, God 
wil 
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wil make our Pacliament-worthics ſuch 14; jncre- 
co all their enemies, as 18 ſpoken of the 4161; «r- 


| Governor of Judah, they thal be like a 4ore arque 


hearth of fire among the wood, and /*<% 
gentes comes 


like a torch of tire in a ſheat. And they |, 1 


- ſhall devour al the people round about, 5», 


on the right hand and on the left. All ſubjicient 
thar oppoſe them ſhall be bur as a little we! potius 
wood laid on fire,or ſtraw put upon fire I 
coales , which would ſoon be confu- on 9g 
med. Ged grant the Saints may be fa- 5, © 
voured 8& they thar aretruly godl y be 
reſpeCted and card, for by the Parlia- 
ment: 8 then I doubt not of their flour- 
iſhing, and having friends to fide with 
them, for they ſhal have all the faithiul,; 
andthey are ( through Gods blefling 
many. If this come to any of thoſe 
worthies ſights I pray God it may bea 
means to adviſe them, tohavea care 
of Chriſts people, and then let them 
be ſure thoſe people of Chriſt wil have a 
care Of them; And though they mutt 


venture all,nay die; they wil ftand with 


them. God grant our Parliament-wor- 
thies may conſid,erthat though they have 
not tft moſt withthem, yer they have 
the beſt, though the Saints be leaſt for 
numebr, yer they are the ſirongeſt for 
might, 
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might, and ſuch that can though 


but a 
few, ſubdue many. tive lhall chaſe an 
Lev.26.8 hundred, and an hundred ſhall put ten 
chouſand to flight. Great hath been the 
Experience that this Kingdome hath had 
of the Saints vidtories ; of thoſe that 
1am 17. Went againſt cheiy enemies, as David a- 


gainſt Goliab in the name of the Lord of 
hoaſts, Keep cloſe together Saints, keep 
wich the Parliament, and then I doubr 
fa not bu all wil be wel, for God wil 
bleſſe the proceedings of good=men in 
o a good cauſe; and what better cauſe carr 
'" be taken in hand, then what is now 
in hand in England, che bringing Chriſt 
to his Throne ? 

Lee me conclud? all with a word of 
conſolation to ſuch thattear bad times, 
and that have ſpicics rroubled with the 
various toflings in the world, and defe- 
tions of men from truth, and other 
moleſtations char are allready in the 
world, and ebat they fear wi! come on 
to the further grief and ſuffering of 
Saints. Indeed there are troubles, 
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the dayes are evil; times bad. and *cis 
likely may be worſe; yet be ſureot 
this, they. that are Chrifſts people wil 
continue his people, they that are gra- 
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* times make not chem bad, they will be 


| anyeplace. It cxalred, guod ; if abaſed; 
| goodj;if rich,gocd;it poor good;if in di- 
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Cious there will be ſome good ſtill; 
©. In ſad times, in the worlt times, ſome 
* that in aſſured hope and confidence of 
---Gods mercy in all neceſlities and tri» 
bulations, cleave to the truth ; know- 
| ing that Gods power is Allmighty , his 
| promiſes, moſt. truez his mercics, infi- 
- Nite; and that *cis for their ſouls ever- 
laſting happineſſe to follow Chriſt , ler 
what ſufferings ſoever come,yea though 
they looſe their lives. There are arem- 
; nant that areenlightened,and from that 
[ enlightening they know what is belt ro 
! beembraced, they know that whatſot- 
yer of troubles come now; yet toal that 
are in Chriſt, that are likeChriſt, thar 
love his appearing, there will bereſt, 
' there will be peace; there wil be blefſed- 
| nefſe; there wil be glory. Thoſe that are 
'_ _engrafted really into Chriſt, wil by ver=- 
tye receiv'd from Chriſt flouriſh. Bad 


good in any times, in any company, in 


dtrefſe, good; if in proſperity, good. 
Chriſt was a precious Chriſt in every 


condition, and they x recious Saints itt 
every condition. I know not what 
L che 


the times may be, but I know what they 
that are Chriſts will be, they wilbe {; in 


i nl like Chriſt. As ſome trees continue .. th 

I it green in every ſeaſon of the year, in be 
Wt! winter and ſummer, in heatand cold: | ers 
; ſo ſome men good in all times,they are | yo 
no changelings, they are ftedfaſt, un- | dit 

moveable, alwaies x Speed pan in the of 

ma 


| Imnmebi- Work of the Lord. Ler others totrer, 
lesſunt they ftand ; others ſhake, they are un- yp 
ſuper ſoli- moveable; others fal; they riſe, others bo] 
do funda- be jdle, they Labour ; others be againſt * fer 
Chriſt God, they are for him. Conſider of | fo! 
Dominum, Chis 1 pray, and ler ic cheer up your ſpi= | 
| mim rits. I know you are apt to fay times 
1 Fncera areſobadyou know not whom totrult —Þe/ 
'S I RS al ready.men are fo deceitfu] & wicked | 
| P14 and if they ſhould be worſe you know ha 


recumber- 

__ of not what todo, nor what wil become © 
\F, of you. Chriſt comfort you and en- the 
& courage you, and [let what wil happen , YE 
= in the world, and let whoſe wil deſert & 


you 5 if he never leave you nor forſake 
you, you wil do well enough, you wil 
be broughe at the laſt co glory. You 
May receive comfort in hopes of meet= . 
ing with ſome friendly ſons, ſome _.. 
Ss 7 Saints in the mof? naughty times; but 
'W%9 ſuppoſe you be left alone, and there be | 


3 none | | 
b.- | 
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none to be found, yet in this be glad, 
in this rejoyce, in this be comtorted, 
that you ſhall find,Chriſt , and he will 
be to you inſteedWf friends, and help< 
ers, and companions, he wil bcall to 
you. The Lord grant that none of you be 
diſheartned, nor fal backe, nor aſham'd 
of the Goſpel of the Lord, but that you 
may beare witnefle to the teſtimony of 


you ; and of this be confident your las 


our wil not be in vaine, nor any ſuf- 
fering unrewarded that is undergone 


for Chriſt and his truth. Chriſtian 


friends, whatſoever may make for your 
comfort I pray God give it you, let it 
be peace within,good company Wwithour, 
the benefit of ordinances, any mercy, 
that ſo you may be Chriſis, and con- 
cinue like Chriſt, let places, times, men, 
the world with what is therein be ne- 
ver ſobad. 


